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Review  of  the 
Proof  Section 
Scott’s  1981 
U.S.  Specialized 
Catalogue 

By  HOWARD  FRIEDMAN,  Ph.D. 

TWENTY-SIX  years  have  elapsed 
since  the  last  review  of  the  Proof 
Section  of  Scott’s  U.S.  “Specializ- 
ed” Catalogue  appeared  in  these  pages  in 
1955.  This  is  a long  period  to  review  in  a 
relatively  brief  space.  We  therefore  pro- 
pose to  jump  from  1955  to  the  1980  edi- 
tion and  to  review  the  changes  that  have 
occurred  during  the  past  year.  In  this 
way,  this  review  will  maintain  the  contin- 
uity that  formerly  characterized  it  in  these 
pages. 

Large  Die  Proofs 

All  of  the  XlXth  century  large  die 
proofs  advanced  about  16  to  as  much  as 
50^^70,  the  later  being  notably  the  scarce 
1861  3-cent  pink  (64P1)  and  the  ever- 
popular,  and  equally  scarce,  1863  2-cent 
Black  Jack  (73P1),  each  of  which  jumped 
from  $2000  to  $3000.  Large  die  proofs  of 
the  1869  and  large  Bank  Note  series  ad- 
vanced by  one-sixth  to  one-third  of  their 
former  values,  as  did  those  of  the  Colum- 
bian series.  The  1890  small  Bank  Note 
series  increased  from  a total  of  $6125  to 
$8800,  a jump  of  about  43%.  Large  die 
proofs  of  the  1894  regular  series  increased 
about  40%  over  last  year’s  values.  All  of 
the  commemorative  large  die  proofs  from 
the  Trans-Mississippi  through  the  Pana- 
ma-Pacific issues  advanced  10  to  34%. 
Advances  for  most  of  the  “modern” 
large  die  proofs  from  1923  through  1957 
increased  between  about  $50  and  $100 
each. 

Air  Mail  large  die  proofs  all  increas- 
ed, from  16  to  as  much  as  49%  for  the 
1930  Zeppelin  issues,  more  or  less  accord- 


ing to  their  popularity  and  general  de- 
mand. Similar  increases  of  about  25%  are 
noted  in  the  Special  Delivery  and  Postage 
Due  designs,  as  well  as  in  those  of  the 
Official,  Newspaper  and  Periodical  de- 
signs, and  other  miscellaneous  issues. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  values  for 
XlXth  century  large  die  proofs  have  now 
been  brought  more  or  less  in  line  with 
those  for  the  XXth  century  proofs,  as  Dr. 
Clarence  Brazer  pointed  out  nearly  35 
years  ago  that  the  former  were  in  many 
instances  even  scarcer  than  the  latter, 
which  at  that  time  were  valued  some  five 
to  six  times  higher. 

Small  Die  Proofs 

The  small  die  proofs  from  the  1903 
Roosevelt  album  (only  85  sets  originally 
distributed)  all  received  nominal  increases 
of  between  20  and  25%  of  last  year’s  val- 
uations. Exceptions  include  the  popular 
1869  issues,  which  advanced  by  nearly 
50%,  and  the  Columbians,  which  advanc- 
ed from  $5300  to  $7700,  about  45%. 
Special  Delivery  and  Postage  Due  designs 
advanced  by  20  to  25%.  We  note  that  the 
discrepancies  in  valuations  of  the  first 
and  third  colors  of  the  first  Postage  Due 
designs  and  those  for  the  second  designs 
are  still  maintained,  even  though  there  are 
equal  quantities  of  each.  The  apparent 
“fiction”  of  the  small  die  proofs  of  the 
second  color  of  the  first  designs  is  still 
maintained.  It  would  behoove  the  cata- 
logers  to  explain  what  these  values  repre- 
sent, since  they  are  not  known  to  have 
been  in  any  of  the  Roosevelt  albums  des- 
cribed by  various  reviewers.  Increases  for 
the  Officials  and  Newspapers  advanced 
by  some  20%  for  the  former  and  15%  for 
the  latter.  Overall  advances  in  this  area 
reflect  by  and  large  the  inflationary  spiral 
plus  a small  increment  for  collector  de- 
mand and  scarcity.  One  may  note  that 
valuations  for  both  large  and  small  die 
proofs  are  still  far  from  market  values 
for  these  scarce  items,  which  generally 
sell  for  several  multiples  of  catalog  value, 
on  the  rare  occasions  that  they  are  avail- 
able for  sale. 
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Plate  Proofs  on  India 

As  might  be  expected  from  their 
greater  quantities  and  hence  availability 
to  the  collector  and  investor,  increases  in 
valuations  for  plate  proofs  on  India 
achieved  slightly  greater  percentages  than 
those  for  die  proofs  during  the  past  year. 
Most  XIXth  century  India  plate  proofs 
were  augmented  about  25%,  although  the 
more  popular  issues,  viz.,  1861  and  1869, 
increased  by  about  33%.  Advances  of 
46%  are  noted  for  the  last  large  Bank 
Note  issues,  while  the  Columbian  series  in- 
creased some  53%,  Some  multiples  in  this 
category,  e.g.,  the  bi-color  designs  of 
1869,  advanced  by  about  50%,  while 
blocks  of  the  ever-popular  Columbian 
series  increased  by  almost  75%  over  the 
previous  year. 

Valuations  for  both  Special  Delivery 
and  Postage  Due  designs  were  augmented 
by  about  50%.  We  also  note  that  valua- 
tions for  the  first  five  values  of  the  se- 
cond color  of  the  first  design  Postage 
Dues  have  been  removed  from  the  catalog 
entirely.  While  we  agree  that  some  chang- 
es ought  to  be  made  in  this  area,  it  is  our 
belief  that  the  three  high  values  exist  on 
India,  Thus,  removal  of  J19P3  may  be 
somewhat  premature.  Knowledgeable  col- 
lectors and  dealers  in  this  area,  of  whom 
several  are  known  to  this  writer,  should 
be  consulted  by  the  catalogers. 

Values  for  the  Official  proofs  on  In- 
dia increased  between  20  and  50%,  the 
latter  being  for  the  Navy  Department.  In- 
creases of  25  to  33%  are  noted  for  the 
Newspaper  proofs. 

Plate  Proofs  on  Card 

The  listing  for  a plate  proof  on  card 
from  the  original  1847  plate  is  erroneous. 
The  lisiting  slipped  from  the  Plate  (3) 
column  in  the  1974  catalog  and  has  re- 
mained there  ever  since.  Valuations  for 
the  1875  Reproductions  of  the  1847  de- 
signs increased  by  25%,  while  multiples 
increased  only  20%.  The  1857-60  reprints 
increased  only  12%  for  singles,  the  small- 
est increment  for  almost  any  proofs  over 


the  previous  year.  Multiples  in  this  series 
advanced  by  about  36%.  The  highly  pop- 
ular and  ever-ubiquitous  1861  designs  in- 
creased by  34%  and  27%,  for  singles  and 
blocks  respectively.  The  1863-6  designs 
advanced  by  40%  and  only  26%  for  sing- 
les and  blocks,  respectively.  The  1869 
series,  as  might  be  expected,  advanced  by 
61%  for  singles  and  68%  for  multiples, 
the  second  largest  increase  in  this  area  of 
proofs.  The  Bank  Note  proofs  on  card, 
through  the  1883  designs  (211P4),  ad- 
vanced by  50  to  56%,  while  equivalent 
blocks  of  four  advanced  by  44  to  56%.  It 
should  be  noted  that  the  first  Bank  Notes 
attained  the  56%  and  44%  increases  for 
singles  and  multiples,  respectively,  while 
the  last  designs  advanced  51  and  56%  for 
these  items.  The  later  Bank  Note  designs 
(213P4-218P4)  increased  only  35  and  39% 
for  singles  and  multiples.  The  1890  de- 
signs advanced  43  and  38%  in  these  cate- 
gories. The  Columbians  received  top  hon- 
ors this  year,  single  sets  increasing  by 
64%  and  blocks  of  four  advancing  66%. 
As  there  are  less  than  700  sets  possible  of 
this  series,  the  large  increase  was  to  be  ex- 
pected. The  card  plate  proofs  in  the  1894 
“triangle”  series  advanced  from  $780  to 
$1180,  an  increase  of  51%,  while  blocks 
of  four  advanced  58%. 

Of  the  above  advances,  in  less  than 
half  of  the  series  did  valuations  for  multi- 
ples pass  or  even  equal  those  for  singles. 
This  is  most  surprising,  as  the  scarcity  of 
multiples  on  card  is  well-known,  particu- 
larly in  contrast  with  those  on  India, 
which  are  considerably  more  common. 
We  would  also  point  out  that  market-wise 
all  proofs,  not  only  those  on  card,  sell  for 
several  times  catalog  value,  depending  on 
condition,  demand,  popularity,  scarcity, 
and  so  forth.  It  is  the  writer’s  opinion 
that,  as  a general  rule,  large  die  proofs 
sell  for  2-10  times  catalog,  small  die  pro- 
ofs sell  for  2-5  times,  India  singles  for 
1.25-4  times  and  multiples  for  1.5-5 
times,  and  card  proofs  in  both  single  and 
multiple  format  for  1.5-5  times  catalog 
value.  Never-hinged(!)  copies  with  huge 
margins  may  bring  6-10  times  current  cat- 
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alog  value.  Stained,  damaged,  mutilated, 
or  otherwise  defective  copies  may  bring 
only  a fraction  of  catalog.  In  this  regard, 
large  die  proofs  on  full  6"  x 8"  cards  br- 
ing considerably  higher  prices  than  those 
which  have  been  trimmed.  Small  die  pro- 
ofs bring  about  equal  prices  whether  on 
or  off  the  original  gray  card  backing, 
provided  that  they  are  still  sound.  This  is 
equally  true  of  India  proofs  on  and  off 
the  original  card  backing. 

The  1894  “triangle”  proofs  on  card 
are  still  quite  undervalued  in  the  catalog. 
Considerably  less  than  200  sets  of  singles 
are  available  to  collectors.  There  were 
originally  one  sheet  of  400  each  of  the  1 
and  2-cent  designs,  and  one  sheet  of  200 
each  of  the  6-cent,  $2,  and  $5  designs.  As 
many  multiples  are  known,  including  the 
four  corner  blocks  of  the  two  high  values, 
as  well  as  the  plate  blocks,  and  some 
plain  blocks  of  all  values,  it  is  doubtful 
that  more  than  about  125  sets  of  singles 
remain.  In  recent  auctions  sets  of  singles 
have  sold  for  as  much  as  three  times  cata- 
log value.  Position  blocks  are  bringing 
even  higher  multiples  of  catalog,  up  to  six 
and  seven  times. 

Among  other  elusive  singles,  the  6- 
cent  Bank  Note  (159P4)  advanced  from 
$190  to  $325,  or  over  70%,  while  the  ex- 
tremely scarce  1-cent  1887  design  (212P4) 
rose  from  $800  to  $1200,  despite  the  fact 
that,  although  several  were  listed  in  auc- 
tion catalogs  throughout  the  year,  all 
were  withdrawn  due  to  “mistaken  identi- 
ty.” The  writer’s  own  block  of  four  was 
among  those  which  fell  under  the  axe  of 
the  experts,  proving  to  be  block  of  four 
on  India  on  card,  of  a most  unusual  and 
intense  blue  color.  The  2-cent  and  $2 
Trans-Mississippi  card  proofs  were  both 
sold  in  auction  this  past  year,  at  prices 
exceeding  double  catalog.  Thus  the  in- 
creases in  catalog  values  of  a mere  20% 
represent  but  a small  fraction  of  their 
current  market  value. 

The  Special  Delivery  card  proofs 
(E1-3P4)  went  from  $175  to  $235,  the 
first  increase  since  the  1979  catalog.  The 
blocks  of  four  realized  a smaller  increase 


of  about  22%.  The  three  first  design 
Postage  Due  issues  increased  from 
$83.50,  124.00,  and  84.00  to  $105.00, 
167.50  and  140.00,  respectively.  It  is  dif- 
ficult to  understand  the  disparity  between 
the  first  and  third  sets,  of  which  equal 
quantities  (1000)  were  probably  printed, 
while  the  more  elusive  second  color  (500 
printed)  remains  at  only  50%  above  the 
lowest  valuation  for  the  other  two  colors. 
The  second  design  Postage  Due  (J32P4) 
advanced  25%,  from  $80.00  to  $100.00, 
while  the  block  of  four  increased  only 
from  $600  to  $700.  This  card  proof  is  in 
the  same  category  as  the  1894  regular 
issues,  there  having  been  only  one  sheet 
of  400  printed. 

Departmental  card  proofs  increased 
by  about  24%,  from  $1725  to  $2130.  In- 
dividual sets  advanced  by  19  to  45%,  the 
latter  being  for  the  Executive  Depart- 
ment. Multiples  showed  similar  advances, 
although  the  catalog  values  for  Depart- 
mental blocks  are  generally  about  10 
times  those  for  equaivalent  singles,  in 
contrast  with  those  for  the  regular  XIXth 
century  issues,  which  are  generally  only 
five  times  a single.  The  large  Newspaper 
card  proofs  increased  only  from  $130  and 
$85  to  $150  and  $100  for  the  first  and  se- 
cond sets,  respectively.  This,  despite  their 
probable  much  smaller  printing  than  the 
Departmental  and  other  issues.  The  small 
Newspaper  sets  both  advanced  about  20% 
from  the  previous  year. 

Although  Type  III  of  the  1851  5-cent 
design  has  been  deleted  from  the  catalog 
for  a number  of  years,  it  does  exist  and 
deserves  catalog  listing.  Type  II,  with 
partial  removal  of  top  and  bottom  lines 
of  color,  occurred  in  the  1st,  3rd,  6th  and 
10th  rows  on  the  plate.  The  remaining 
rows  consisted  of  Type  III  designs,  from 
which  the  lines  of  color  had  been  com- 
pletely removed.  Thus  the  card  proofs  of 
this  design  are  generally  available  in  the 
ratio  of  four  Type  II  to  six  Type  III.  The 
difference  in  appearance  of  these  two 
proofs  is  quite  obvious  to  the  naked  eye, 
and  the  two  types  deserve  separate  cata- 
log listings. 
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All  card  proofs  of  the  2-cent  Black 
Jack  came  from  Plate  57,  the  reprint 
plate:  India  plate  proofs  came  from  earl- 
ier plates.  The  catalog  has  for  some  years 
listed  the  latter  under  “2c  black”  (no 
designation)  and  “2c  black,  Die  II.”  This 
listing  is  out  of  step  with  contemporary 
research  and  knowledge  of  the  Black  Jack 
varieties.  Maryette  Lane  has  distinctly 
listed  three  different  designs,  viz..  Die  I 
(no  dots  in  scroll,  no  star  on  cheek).  Die 
II  (three  dots  in  upper  left  scroll),  and 
Die  III  (dots  in  scroll  and  star  on  cheek). 
The  Die  II  listed  in  the  catalog  is  correct- 
ly Die  III,  from  the  reprint  plate.  Lane 
lists  no  proofs  of  any  variety  from  Die  11. 
We  observe  also  that  the  note  below  this 
listing,  viz.,  “The  2c  Die  II  (sic)  has  a 
small  dot  on  the  left  cheek”  should  read 
“The  2c  Die  III  has  a small  star  on  the 
left  cheek.” 

Another  change  that  should  probably 
be  made  is  the  deletion  of  plate  proofs  on 
card  under  No.  112,  unless  these  have  ac- 
tually been  seen  with  the  plate  number 
(No.  1 or  No.  2).  It  is  more  than  likely 
that  the  re-issue  plate  prepared  in  1875 
was  used  for  the  printing  of  the  plate  pro- 
ofs on  card.  These  should  therefore  be 
listed  under  No.  123,  rather  than  133, 
which  came  several  years  later  and  was 
only  a paper  variety.  In  fact.  No.  133  was 
probably  not  even  issued  when  the  first 
emission  of  plate  proofs  on  card  was  dis- 
tributed. 

Similar  omissions  exist  concerning 
the  2c  Columbian  plate  proof  on  card. 
This  has  been  seen  in  all  three  major 
varieties,  viz.,  normal  design.  Broken 
Frame  line,  and  Broken  Hat  varieties. 
Most  sets  of  singles  contain  the  Broken 
Frame  line  variety,  while  the  other  two 
are  frequently  seen  in  multiples. 

Revenue  Proofs 

Small  advances  of  about  20-25%  are 
noted  in  most  of  the  listings  under  reve- 
nue proofs,  which  hardly  reflect  the  in- 
tense current  activity  in  the  purchasing 
and  selling  of  these  items  at  the  present 
time. 


Trial  Color  Proofs 

As  with  the  revenue  proofs,  most  of 
the  trial  color  proofs  listings  have  ad- 
vanced by  smaller  increments  than  are  re- 
flected in  current  market  trading.  Trial 
color  proofs  of  the  1847  designs  rose 
from  about  $600  each  to  about  $750 
each,  whereas  nearly  all  of  these  highly 
desirable  and  sought-after  items  sell  for 
up  to  three  times  the  current  catalog 
value.  In  general,  proofs  in  this  category 
rose  by  25  to  33%.  It  is  unfortunate  that 
the  catalogers  have  not  seen  fit  to  make  a 
major  revision  of  this  section,  as  many 
new  items  are  now  known,  e.g.,  the  trial 
color  plate  proofs  on  card  of  the  5c  Gar- 
field design  (205TC). 

This  section  still  carries  the  note, 
“Small  die  proofs  of  1873-5  are  ‘Goodall’ 
prints.”  It  seems  a shame  that  the  reader 
is  subjected  to  this  sort  of  “hunt-and- 
peck”  reading  throughout  these  sections. 
If  the  small  die  proofs  mentioned  above 
are  Goodall  prints,  why  are  they  not  list- 
ed with  the  others  in  that  category?  One 
might  also  ask,  why  the  so-called  “Good- 
all”  set  of  small  die  proofs?  The  proofs 
which  fall  under  this  heading  have  been 
designated  Goodall  proofs  for  many 
years,  just  as  have  the  Atlanta  Trial  Col- 
or proofs  which  follow  them  in  the  list- 
ings. The  latter  are  not  designated  the  so- 
called  “Atlanta”  set  of  plate  proofs.  Why 
then  should  not  the  Goodall  proofs, 
which  are  far  scarcer,  receive  equal  rat- 
ing? As  to  catalog  values,  both  categories 
have  risen  by  nominal  15-20%  incre- 
ments, more  or  less  in  line  with  current 
inflation  rather  than  from  any  changes  in 
market  values  during  the  past  year. 

Summary  and  Reprise 

Overall,  U.S.  proofs  have  risen  in 
catalog  value  by  about  43%  over  the  pre- 
vious year’s  listings.  It  is  understandably 
difficult  for  the  catalogers  to  present  rea- 
listic, if  any,  price  increases  for  certain 
categories  of  proofs,  e.g.,  large  die  pro- 
ofs, of  which  perhaps  as  many  as  10  but 
probably  not  more  than  five  are  known  in 
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most  instances,  and  small  die  proofs,  of 
which  there  were  originally  about  85  sets. 
In  most  instances  one  has  the  distinct 
feeling  that  perhaps  the  catalogers  simply 
multiply  last  year’s  catalog  value  by  the 
change  in  the  Consumer  Price  Index  over 
the  last  12  months.  Unfortunately,  in 
some  instances  - and  these  sometimes  oc- 
cur in  relatively  abundant  and  frequently 
traded  proofs  - the  change  in  catalog 
value  does  not  even  account  for  the  ad- 
vance in  the  CPI.  As  stated  above,  nearly 
all  U.S.  proofs  sell  for  up  to  many  times 
current  catalog  values,  whatever  those 
may  happen  to  be  at  the  time.  Thus 
catalog  pricing  is  still  woefully  conser- 
vative, to  say  the  very  least. 

The  formats  of  the  die  and  plate  pro- 
ofs and  the  trial  color  proofs  sections 
were  set  up  many  years  ago.  Many  items, 
categories,  and  listings  would  benefit 
from  more  detailed  explanation  than  is 


given  in  the  introductory  paragraphs 
under  each  section.  A case  in  point  are 
the  numerous  listings  under  DIE  (2).  The 
Introduction  states,  in  reference  to  the 
“Roosevelt  presentation’’  proofs,  “They 
are  listed  under  ‘DIE-Small  (2).’’’  Unfor- 
tunately, many  items  listed  under  this  col- 
umn are  not  to  be  found  in  any  Roosevelt 
album,  e.g.,  those  listed  under  9X1P,  IP, 
2P,  405//423P,  537P,  548-550P,  etc. 
There  is  further  no  explanation  of  the 
heading  LARGE  DIE  (la).  Nor  does  the 
catalog  differentiate  between  the  SMALL 
DIE  (2)  listings  from  61  IP  and  following, 
from  the  previous  listings  for  the  1903 
Roosevelt  album  contents.  Anyone  famil- 
iar with  the  history  of  U.S.  proofs  knows 
that  these  are  the  “Farley’’  small  die  pro- 
ofs, prepared  for  the  almost  exclusive  use 
of  Franklin  Delano  Roosevelt  (NOT 
Theodore  Roosevelt  of  1903!). 


Counterfeit  Passing 


The  following  is  a transcript  of  yet  another  “advertising’’  letter  sent  out  by  perpe- 
trators of  the  popular  19th  century  counterfeit  bank  note  frauds  seeking  gullible 
“passers’’.  A variation  in  this  instance  is  the  instruction  to  use  an  order  for  silver 
spoons  as  a sort  of  code  meaning  amount  of  counterfeits  wanted.  Of  course,  if  this 
was  like  similar  scams,  the  respondent  got  absolutely  nothing  and  no  recourse. 


New  York  March  23,  1870 


Dear  Sir: 

You  have  been  recommended  as  reliable  and  if  you  want  to  make  a fortune  sure  and 
sudden  and  will  pledge  yourself  to  secrecy  you  are  the  man.  We  furnish  1,  2 & 5 dollar 
bills  which  are  absolutely  perfect  being  printed  from  original  plates  on  best  bank  note 
paper  & can  only  be  detected  by  the  numbers,  that  is  government  in  printing  its  issues  has 
numbered  them  from  1 upward  and  we  printing  from  the  same  plates,  of  course  our 
issues  will  be  the  same  from  1 upward  and  as  fast  as  we  issue  our  bills  there  becomes  2 
bills  of  the  same  number  in  circulation  one  of  which  must  be  bogus.  Our  plan  is  then  to 
sell  a few  thousand  to  one  man  only  in  each  town  where  we  can  get  a suitable  agent  so 
that  it  will  be  impossible  for  the  2 bills  of  the  same  number  to  come  together  for  nothing 
else  will  ever  detect  them  and  even  then  who  is  to  tell  which  is  the  genuine. 

(Continued  on  Page  70) 
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The  George  T.  Turner  Bookplate 

by  BARBARA  R.  MUELLER 

The  May  1981  dispersal  by  Roger  Koerber  auction  of  the  balance  of  the 
famed  George  T.  Turner  philatelic  library  that  was  not  bequeathed  to  the  Smith- 
sonian has  aroused  interest  in  the  unique  bookplate  used  by  Mr.  Turner.  Our 
late  member  specially  commissioned  this  bookplate  from  the  New  Jersey  engrav- 
er Harry  L.  Peckmore.  Peckmore  is  best  known  philatelically  for  his  copperplate 
etchings  of  the  National  Parks  stamps’  vignettes  that  were  merchandised  by  H. 
L.  Lindquist  Publications  for  $6  a set  as  late  as  1976.  Peckmore  died  a year  earl- 
ier, on  February  7,  1975,  at  the  age  of  84.  He  did  the  Turner  bookplate  in  1958. 

According  to  correspondence  found  in  the  Turner  papers,  the  engraved  Christmas 
cards  sent  out  by  B.  H.  Homan,  Jr.  of  the  Homan,  Krassa  stamp  firm  in  New  York  were 
the  inspiration  for  the  bookplate.  In  a letter  dated  March  16,  1954,  George  Turner  asked 
Homan  for  the  name  of  the  engraver  of  the  cards’  plates.  Three  days  later  Homan  wrote 
that  Peckmore  had  done  not  only  the  dies  for  15  years  past  but  bookplate  work  for 
others.  Then  on  June  28,  1954,  Turner  wrote  to  Peckmore,  informing  him  that  he  had  a 
design  worked  out  which  could  be  executed  in  two  or  perhaps  three  colors,  and  asking  for 
an  appointent  to  discuss  the  work. 
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The  next  letter  in  the  correspondence  is  dated  October  11,  1955,  and  in  it  Turner  asks 
Peckmore  if  his  bookplate  will  be  ready  in  time  for  use  on  a Christmas  card  also.  In  the 
following  letter  dated  November  27,  1955,  Turner  wrote,  “Besides  being  disappointed 
with  our  bookplate  progress,  I am  rather  exasperated  with  the  way  things  have  turned 
out.  I certainly  never  envisaged  your  taking  so  long  on  this  job.  It  has  been  pending  since 
the  Fall  of  1954  . . 

A handwritten  note  from  Peckmore,  dated  November  28,  1956,  reads:  “Thanks  for 
your  patience,  will  make  an  effort  to  finish  your  bookplate  right  after  the  first  of  the  New 
Year”.  That  he  did  not  is  evidenced  by  a copy  of  Turner’s  letter  dated  October  2,  1958, 
which  began,  “Last  word  from  you  was  in  November  1956  regarding  that  bookplate  of 
mine.  What  is  the  present  status?  Any  chance  for  this  year’s  Christmas  card?” 

Turner  went  on  to  state:  “Further,  you  will  be  interested  to  know  that  by  a recent 
Act  of  Congress  revenue  stamps  can  now  be  illustrated  and  pictures  can  be  made  in  color, 
without  restriction  to  size.  Thus,  we  are  well  in  the  clear.  There  are  other  advantages  as 
well,  one  being  that  there  is  no  restriction  as  to  the  size.”* 

(Despite  the  fact  that  Turner  had  by  that  time  joined  the  staff  of  the  Smithsonian,  he 
was  in  error  about  illustrating  revenues  in  color.  Then  and  now,  the  regulations  pro- 
hibiting that  were  and  are  consistently  violated  even  by  experienced  auctioneers  who 
delight  in  showing  “Persian  rugs”  in  full  color.) 

Things  began  to  move  quickly  now  and  in  a letter  dated  December  1,  1958,  Turner 
wrote  that  he  was  “really  . . . very  pleased  with  the  appearance  of  the  bookplate.  Enclos- 
ed is  the  check  promised,  or  a payment  on  account.  Make  the  first  printing  3,000  copies, 
will  save  a lot  of  trouble  later,  I hope.” 

He  also  said,  “Think  you  should  work  your  initials  into  the  cancel  somewhere,  say  at 
the  bottom  of  the  circle  with  my  name  at  the  left-  believe  there  was  some  sort  of  a 
‘mark’  at  this  point  on  the  bottom,  in  the  red  circle  on  the  one  sketch.” 

(At  this  writing,  I have  only  a photograph  before  me,  not  the  card,  so  I cannot  ascer- 
tain whether  Peckmore  initialed  the  engraving.) 

Finally  comes  a typed  letter  from  Peckmore  dated  December  3,  1958.  Evidently  he 
had  earlier  sent  a selection  of  trial  color  proofs  and  now  he  was  sending  “die  proofs  . . . 
on  the  same  kind  of  paper  stock  but  I believe  they  show  up  better  on  the  white  than  on 
the  buff.”  Peckmore  then  spelled  out  the  cost  details: 

“The  paper  comes  25  by  35  which  would  give  50  pieces  per  sheet  so  we  will  need  50 
sheets  for  2500  bookplates.  Trade  cost  of  this  paper  is  $16.00,  the  stamping  of  the  dies  I 
will  have  to  farm  out  and  trade  price  to  me  for  2500  prints  is  $100.00.  The  cost  of  paper 
and  stamping  plus  15?7o  will  be  $133.40.  The  cost  for  engraving  dies  is  $340.00  bringing  a 
total  of  $473.40.  Having  put  a tremendous  amount  of  time  on  these  dies  I would  ap- 
preciate a check  for  $250.00  to  cover  some  of  my  expenses  and  start  printing.” 

At  the  end  of  the  letter  he  appended  the  note,  “We  will  have  to  harden  dies  and  do  a 
little  more  touching  up.  Do  you  have  any  information  on  automatic  feeds  for  flat  bed 
press?” 

The  last  paper  in  the  file  is  a statement  from  “Harry  L.  Peckmore  & Son/Banknote 
Engraving/Steel  Plate  Transferring  & Printing/138  Francis  Place/Hillside,  N.J.”  It  reads, 
“Engraving  dies  for  bookplate  . . . $340.00”  and  “Printing  (3000)  . . . $165.00”  for  a 
total  of  $505.00.  Subtracted  was  a partial  payment  of  $125.00,  leaving  a balance  of 
$38.00.  A manuscript  notation  reads  “Paid  12/22/58”. 

Thus  a period  of  nearly  four  years  was  needed  to  bring  Turner’s  project  to  fruition. 

The  bookplate,  shown  here  in  a George  Brett  photo,  measures  3'/2  x 4-5/8  inches  on 
white  paper.  The  sizes  and  colors  of  the  various  elements  are  as  follows: 
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'Ac  battleship  proprietary  revenue,  rose  red,  12x10  mm. 

10c  certificate  revenue,  bright  blue,  9x12  mm. 

Ic  J.J.  Allen’s  Sons  Matches  private  revenue,  bright  blue,  10x12  mm. 

5c  New  York  Consolidated  Card  Co.  private  revenue,  rose  red,  9x12  mm. 

3c  Hunt’s  Remedy-Wm.  E.  Clarke  private  revenue,  rose  red,  10x12  mm. 

40c  inland  exchange  revenue,  brown,  10  x 25  mm. 

$1  one  barrel  beer  stamp,  black,  about  27  mm.  diameter. 

books--brown 

6c  air  mail,  brown,  12x10  mm. 

postmark,  black,  about  12  mm.  diameter 

Peckmore’s  ability  can  be  judged  by  the  way  he  closely  imitated  the  white  line 
machine  engraving  on  the  circular  beer  revenue.  His  simulation  of  the  other  designs  are 
also  quite  good,  although  the  portrait  of  Washington  on  the  40c  inland  exchange  differs 
obviously  in  expression  from  that  on  the  actual  issued  stamp.  The  tactile  quality  of  the 
engraving  is  good;  these  are  no  flat  litho-like  reproductions.  It  is  not  difficult  to  construct 
a scenario  for  a time  a couple  of  decades  hence  when  some  greedy,  unscrupulous  collector 
or  dealer  will  clip  out  the  stamp  impressions  and  offer  them  as  “rare”  proofs  or  essays. 
Forewarned  is  forearmed. 


♦Following  are  pertinent  excerpts  from  applicable  statutes  as  stated  in  the  GPO  publication  “Use  of  Illustrations  of 

Obligations  & Securities  of  the  United  States  & Foreign  Governments”: 

REVENUE  STAMPS 

Regulations  for  printed  illustrations  of  United  States  and  foreign  revenue  stamps  are  the  same  as  for  postage 

stamps,  except  that  colored  illustrations  of  United  States  revenue  stamps  are  not  permitted. 

TITLE  18,  U.S.  CODE,  SECTION  504 

“Notwithstanding  any  other  provision  of  this  chapter,  the  following  are  permitted: 

(1)  The  printing,  publishing,  or  importation,  or  the  making  or  importation  of  the  necessary  plates  for  such  print- 
ing or  publishing,  of  illustrations  of — 

(A)  postage  stamps  of  the  United  States, 

(B)  revenue  stamps  of  the  United  States 

(C)  any  other  obligation  or  other  security  of  the  United  States,  and 

(D)  postage  stamps,  revenue  stamps,  notes,  bonds,  and  any  other  obligation  or  other  security  of  any  foreign 
government,  bank,  or  corporation,  for  philatelic,  numismatic,  educational,  historical,  or  newsworthy 
purposes  in  articles,  books,  journals,  newspapers,  or  albums  (but  not  for  advertising  purposes,  except  il- 
lustrations of  stamps  and  paper  money  in  philatelic  or  numismatic  advertising  of  legitimate 
numismatists  and  dealers  in  stamps  or  publishers  of  or  dealers  in  philatelic  or  numismatic  articles, 
books,  journals,  newspapers,  or  albums).  Illustrations  permitted  by  the  foregoing  provisions  of  this  sec- 
tion shall  be  made  in  accordance  with  the  following  conditions — 

(i)  all  illustrations  shall  be  in  black  and  white,  except  that  illustrations  of  postage  stamps  issued  by 
the  United  States  or  by  any  foreign  government  may  be  in  color; 

(ii)  all  illustrations  (including  illustrations  of  uncancelled  postage  stamps  in  color)  shall  be  of  a size 
less  than  three-fourths  or  more  than  one  and  one-half,  in  linear  dimension,  of  each  part  of  any 
matter  so  illustrated  which  is  covered  by  subparagraph  (A),  (B),  (C),  or  (D)  of  this  paragraph,  ex- 
cept that  black  and  white  illustrations  of  postage  and  revenue  stamps  issued  by  the  United  States 
or  by  any  foreign  government  and  colored  illustrations  of  cancelled  postage  stamps  issued  by  the 
United  States  may  be  in  the  exact  linear  dimension  in  which  the  stamps  were  issued. 
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Syngraphic  Gleanings  from  the  National  Archives 

by  Dr.  Glenn  E.  Jackson 


Bank  Note  Printers’  Correspondence  About 
Production  Difficulties,  First  U.S.  Federal 

Paper  Money,  1862 

FIRST  DEMAND  NOTES 
American  Bank  Note  Company 


New  York  9 Jany  1862 


John  J.  Cisco  Esq.  Asst.  Treas. 

Sir,  on  the  31  inst  in  reply  to  an  inquiry  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  I pro- 
mised to  send  5.  & 10.  demand  notes  to  the  amount  of  $400,000  per  day  during  the  re- 
mainder of  that  week,  and  $600,000  per  day  in  5.,  10.  & 20’s  during  the  next  week  and 
thence  forward. 

At  the  time  I made  that  promise  I had  full  confidence  that  we  should  be  able  to  ful- 
fill it,  and  my  best  efforts  have  not  been  wanting  to  do  so,  but  New  Years  Day  intervened 
and  in  spite  of  all  the  precautions  we  could  take  a large  number  of  our  printers  were  ab- 
sent two  days — since  which  some  of  them  have  been  sick,  and  all  these  causes  combined 
have  prevented  our  sending  the  amount  promised  in  dollars,  though  we  have  sent  a larger 
number  of  impressions  than  had  previously  been  sent,  but  the  increase  was  mostly  in 
fives,  which  do  not  count  up  so  fast.  The  previous  order  for  the  lO’s  and  20’s  having 
been  exhausted,  we  had  to  commence  a new  printing  of  backs  and  tints. 

We  are  now  fairly  under  way  and  will  commence  tomorrow  sending  $600,000  per 
day,  and  you  may  rely  no  further  disappointment. 

Very  respectfully 
Your  obt.  servant 
Tracy  R.  Edson,  President 


BACKS  OF  FIRST  LEGAL  TENDER  NOTES 
National  Bank  Note  Company 
No.  1 Wall  Street 


New  York  Feb.  10  1862 


Hon.  S.  P.  Chase 

Secretary  U.  S.  Treasury 
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Sir, 


As  you  had  already  kindly  given  me  so  much  of  your  time  on  Saturday  last,  I for- 
bore to  push  myself  through  the  crowd  subsequently  found  at  your  door,  & was  finally 
obliged  to  leave  for  the  cars  without  submitting  the  models  mentioned  to  you  for  backs. 
Today  we  sent  the  package  for  mail  to  your  address.  The  phraseology  of  the  indorsement 
will  have  to  be  changed  below  the  line,  “Exchangeable”  etc — 

We  think  an  arrangement  between  the  American  & National  companies  will  be  ef- 
fected tomorrow,  by  which  they  will  co-operate  to  facilitate  the  Govt. -business.  As  the 
faces  by  the  Am.  Co.  already  used  for  the  5,  10  & 20  will  be  continued,  we  trust  the  Sec. 
will  deem  it  proper  to  employ  the  National’s  backs  for  the  same — which  will  be  ready  for 
the  press  directly  they  are  adopted  by  the  Department.  The  several  plates  to  be  printed  by 
either  company. 

We  have  prepared  all  the  important  parts  for  the  higher  denominations,  & will  be 
happy  to  submit  the  same  in  form  for  examination  at  the  Secretary’s  pleasure;  any  one 
which  can  be  ready  for  the  press  on  very  short  notice — & transfers  be  furnished  to  the 
other  Co. 


Respy  Yr.  Obt.  Servt. 

F.  Shepard 
For  the  N.B.N.  Co. 


FIRST  DEMAND  NOTES 
American  Bank  Note  Company 
New  York  15  April  1862 


Sir, 


Your  favor  of  23  inst.  calling  my  attention  to  the  manner  in  which  the  signatures  are 
printed  upon  some  of  the  $5  U.S.  Notes  is  this  day  received.  The  difficulty  of  which  you 
justly  complain  has  arisen  from  the  inadequancy  of  the  means  for  signature  printing  here- 
tofore at  command  for  so  large  a daily  delivery  as  now  required  of  us,  and  from  the  fact 
that  we  did  take  additional  time  enough  for  the  first  delivery  to  make  the  necessary  pre- 
parations in  the  way  of  machinery  & c.  for  doing  so  large  an  amount  of  that  kind  of 
work.  Previous  to  this  contract  the  orders  for  signature  printing  were  only  for  a few  thou- 
sand impressions  at  a time,  and  could  be  done  on  a hand  press  at  my  leisure,  but  the  ap- 
plication of  steam  power  was  necessary  to  enable  us  to  affix  signatures  to  the  immense 
number  of  impressions  required  for  daily  delivery  of  the  N.Y.  notes,  and  we  have  found 
great  difficulties  in  making  it  work.  I offer  the  above  as  a reason — not  as  an  excuse.  I 
believe  we  have  now  overcome  the  difficulties  and  that  by  a careful  examination  of  the 
sheets  before  packing,  we  shall  prevent  the  necessity  of  further  complaint. 

Very  respectfully  sir, 

Yr.  obedient  servant 
Tracy  R.  Edson,  President 


To  the  Honorable 

S.  P.  Chase,  Secy.  U.  S.  Treasury 
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National  Bank  Note  Costs,  Series  1873 

Philadelphia,  August  8th.  1873 


Hon.  Wm.  A.  Richardson, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

Sir: 


I read  in  the  newspapers  that  the  reprinting  of  the  National  Bank  Notes,  as  authoriz- 
ed by  law,  will  be  confined  to  ten  dollar  notes,  at  least  until  the  meeting  of  Congress  in 
December  next.  I write  to  you  to  know  if  the  statement  thus  made  is  correct  and  if  so,  I 
desire  to  say  that  these  National  Bank  Notes  have  for  some  time,  as  far  as  their  condition 
and  workmanship  are  concerned,  been  held  by  the  public  in  unfavorable  contrast  with  the 
crisp  and  well  executed  “Green  Back”.  If  any  preference  was  to  be  made  in  the  reprint- 
ing, I think  the  five  dollar  notes  should  have  been  the  first  replaced.  My  opinion  formed 
after  a close  watch  of  the  subject,  as  discussed  and  acted  upon  in  both  houses  of  Congress 
during  several  years  is,  that  Congress  would  have  passed  a law  to  replace  them  with  new 
notes  like  the  present  Green  Back  more  than  two  years  ago  but  for  the  opposition  of  the 
banks. 

The  recommendations  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  Treasury  were  uniform  in  this  respect. 
The  sole  stated  ground  of  opposition  by  the  banks  was  that  they  were  asked  to  pay  the  ex- 
penses. Finally,  the  evil  became  so  great  that  Congress  passed  the  law  despite  the  power- 
ful bank  influence,  and  required  the  banks  to  pay  the  cost  of  the  new  issue.* 

The  time  of  issuance  was,  I believe,  fixed  to  be  the  first  of  July,  past.  Now  it  is  de- 
termined— as  stated — to  reprint  and  issue  the  ten  dollar  notes  only.  I respectively  suggest 
that  this  is  not  executing  the  law  in  full  faith  as  intended,  and  I hope  you  will  reverse  this 
intention,  if  such  has  been  determined. 

I regret  to  see  publications — confirmed  in  a measure  by  private  conversations  which  I 
have  had  with  the  comptroller  of  the  currency,  that  the  officer  esteems  it  his  duty,  as  far 
as  he  is  able  and  beyond  your  control,  to  resist  the  repayment  by  the  banks  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  cost  of  this  reprinting.  I should  have  much  preferred  to  have  seen  such  an  of- 
ficer on  the  side  of  Congress  and  the  government  in  this  controversy.  In  fear  of  his  dispo- 
sition, Congress  seems  wisely  to  have  vested  the  execution  of  this  law  alone  in  you.  I 
trust,  therefore,  you  will  execute  it  in  full.  Should  the  banks  refuse  to  pay,  you  have  the 
power  to  retain  a sufficient  sum  from  interest  falling  due  on  the  bonds  of  the  government 
held  by  you  as  security  for  the  circulation  of  a each  bank  respectively. 

Do  me  the  favor  to  read  this  letter  to  Mr.  Knox,  as  I have  pointedly  referred  to  him 
herein. 


Very  respectfully  yours, 
Sam  J.  Randall 


*National  Banks  paid  for  the  printing  plates — $200  for  a four-subject  plate,  and  $100  for  a two-subject. 


Here  is  the  pertinent  portion  of  the  act  of  Congress,  March  3,  1873,  referred  to  in  the  let- 
ter above: 
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$5  --  Portrait  of  Rufus  King,  Civii  War  generai,  engraved  by  Charies  Burt. 
$10  --  Portrait  of  Wiiliam  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 
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Illustrated  here  (and  in  Gene  Messier’s  book  U.S.  Essay,  Proof  and  Specimen 
Notes)  are  essays  whose  preparation  was  probably  one  of  the  motives  for  the  let- 
ter reprinted  herewith.  As  the  writer  surmised,  work  was  farther  advanced  on  the 
$10  design,  as  can  be  seen  from  the  inclusion  of  the  bank  name.  The  $5  design 
did  not  progress  that  far.  The  unused  designs  used  the  name  “Circulating  Note”, 
a term  used  to  describe  National  Bank  Notes  in  the  Act  of  June  3,  1864. 


“For  replacing  the  worn  and  mutilated  circulating  notes  of  national  banking  associa- 
tions, and  for  engraving  and  preparing,  in  such  manner  and  on  such  paper  and  of  such 
form  and  designs  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  prescribe,  new  circulating  notes 
for  such  associations  to  replace  notes  of  a design  and  denomination  now  successfully 
counterfeited,  six  thousand  dollars;  PROVIDED,  that  each  of  said  national  banking  asso- 
ciations shall  re-imburse  the  Treasury  the  costs  of  the  circulating  notes  furnished  under 
this  provision.” 
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Who  Was  Sam  J.  Randall? 

Samuel  Jackson  Randall  (1828-1890)  was  born  into  a political  family  in  Philadelphia. 
He  was  elected  to  Congress  in  1862  as  the  only  Democrat  from  Philadelphia.  His  district, 
the  old  First,  was  a waterfront  district  of  mechanics,  factory  and  dock  workers,  and  small 
tradesmen.  Randall  kept  close  ties  with  his  constituents  and  supported  Pennsylvania  in- 
dustries throughout  his  career  and  was  rewarded  by  being  continually  re-elected  to  Con- 
gress until  his  death. 

Randall  gained  national  prominence  through  a series  of  brilliant  filibusters  against 
post-war  Reconstruction  bills  in  1875  and  by  helping  to  institute  the  investigation  of  the 
Credit  Mobilier  and  the  Pacific  mail  contract.  He  was  elected  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  from  1876  until  1881,  and  as  such  at  that  time  had  great,  almost 
unlimited  control  over  committee  assignments  and  the  course  of  legislation. 

In  financial  matters  he  was  a “sound  money”  Democrat  on  the  question  of  resump- 
tion of  specie  payments  under  the  1875  Resumption  Act  and  a decade  later  Randall  work- 
ed closely  with  President  Cleveland  in  his  attempts  to  repeal  the  silver-coinage  laws. 


(Sources:  Albert  V.  House,  Jr.  in  Dictionary  of  American  Biography  (1935),  and  Irwin  Unger  in  The  Greenback 
Era  ( 1 964)) 
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American  Bank  Note  Co. 

Vignette  Reproductions  Distributed 
by  Time-Life  Books 

(Continued  fronn  Journal  No.  146,  Page  72) 

by  BARBARA  R.  MUELLER 

Contents  of  the  “The  Wilderness”  folio 
in  “The  Opening  of  the  West”  series 

(The  papers  are  the  same  as  those  described  in  Journal  142,  as  well  as  the  attestation  on 
the  back  of  each  item.  The  five  vignettes  are  printed  in  black  on  a light  cream 
background;  the  note  and  bank  draft  the  same  on  somewhat  thinner  paper.) 

The  narrative  of  this  portfolio  runs  from  the  Louisiana  Purchase  through  the  Lewis 
& Clark  Expedition,  the  wild  life  of  the  West,  the  Yellowstone  and  Yosemite  National 
Parks’  establishment,  and  the  definitive  surveys  that  began  in  1869  and  ended  a decade 
later. 


Vignettes: 

“Yo-Semite  Valley”,  date  and  producer/artist  unknown;  6Vi  x AVi  inches.  The  fam- 
ed falls  are  at  the  right  of  center. 

Snow-capped  Grand  Tetons  towering  over  a frontiersman  cabin;  no  title,  date  or  pro- 
ducer/artist known;  AVi  x 2>Vi  inches. 

Entitled  ‘‘Bangor  & Aroostock  R.R.”  and  depicting  a bull  moose  feeding  on  aquatic 
plants.  Engraved  by  R.  Savage  for  American  Bank  Note  Co.,  1907;  4x5  inches. 

‘‘Progress-No.  2”,  date  or  producer/artist  unknown;  SVi  x 3'/4  inches;  depicts  two 
surveyors  working  with  maps  and  transit  in  an  area  showing  three  men  clearing  land,  an 
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aqueduct-type  railroad  bridge  over  a river,  with  a train  on  it,  one  going  beneath  it,  and  a 
third  in  the  far  distance.  Also  in  the  distance  are  an  industrial  town  and  a steamboat. 

An  angry-looking  grizzly  bear  standing  on  a rock  outcropping  amid  mountains;  no  ti- 
tle, date  or  producer/artist  known;  UVa  x 3 inches.  Vignette  is  partially  enclosed  in  a cir- 
cle, with  the  bottom  left  open  for  the  rocks. 

Other  security  (?)  paper 

Business  card  (?)  engraved  by  Western  Bank  Note  Co.,  Chicago,  date  unknown,  for 
The  Yellowstone  National  Bank/United  States  Depositary/Billings,  Montana.  6 x VA  in- 
ches. Enclosed  with  a scrollwork  border  is  an  oval  vignette  of  the  Falls  of  the  Yellow- 
stone, suitably  inscribed. 


Contents  of  “The  Iron  Horse”  folio 
in  “The  Opening  of  the  West”  series 


The  narrative  of  the  portfolio  begins  with  the  building  of  the  transcontinental  rail- 
road and  goes  on  to  describe  the  railroaders  themselves,  their  unions,  and  the  en- 
trepreneurs of  luxurious  travel-George  M.  Pullman  and  Fred  Harvey.  The  illustrative 
material  consists  of  reproductions  of  three  engraved  vignettes,  a union  card,  a railway 
pass,  a union  voucher,  a stock  certificate,  and  a map.  Specifically: 

Vignettes: 

“Mile  Canyon-Palisades/Central  Pacific  Railroad’’,  by  National  Bank  Note  Co., 
1868— a frontal  view  of  a locomotive  and  passenger  cars  puffing  though  Ten  Mile  Canyon 
in  north  central  Nevada  on  track  so  new  it  has  no  ballast.  The  vignette  is  in  circular  form 
although  the  card  on  which  it  is  printed  is  about  four  inches  square. 

“Palace  Dining  Car,  Chicago,  Rock  Island  & Pacific  R’Y.’’-a  long,  narrow  vignette 
on  card  Wi  x 3^/4  inches  showing  a cut-away  view  of  the  interior  with  diners  seated  and  a 
crew  working  in  the  kitchen.  Date  and  producing  company/artist  unknown. 

“Map  of  the  Williamette  Valley  of  Western  Oregon’’,  by  American  Bank  Note  Co., 
date  unknown,  a 3!4  x 4 inch  vignette  showing  the  lines  of  the  Portland  & Williamette 
Valley  Railway  Co.’s  Lines  and  160  miles  of  narrow  gauge  lines  running  in  connection 
therewith. 

Cards: 

Scioto  Valley  Railway  pass,  by  Western  Bank  Note  Co.,  Chicago,  date  unknown,  2Vi  x 4 
inches.  Inscribed  “until  December  31st  1885  unless  otherwise  ordered’’.  This  railroad, 
organized  in  1875,  ran  from  Columbus,  Ohio  to  Ashland,  Kentucky— 132  miles.  It  went 
into  bankruptcy,  with  service  terminated  in  1890.  The  vignette  on  the  card  may  be  an 
Ohio  River  scene,  with  a city  built  on  bluffs,  and  steamboats  in  the  water. 

Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Firemen  “traveling  card’’,  by  American  Bank  Note  Co,, 
date  unknown,  43^  x 3 inches,  signed  by  famed  Socialist  Eugene  Debs,  grand  secretary 
and  treasurer.  The  primary  decoration  is  a vignette  at  the  left  of  head-on  view  of  a 

locomotive.  The  date  is  given  as  188 . This  card  would  certify  that  the  bearer  was  a 

member  who  could  call  on  a local  lodge  for  aid. 

Stock  Certificate : 

The  Woodruff  Parlor  Car,  Car  Trust,  by  American  Bank  Note  Co.,  date  unknown. 
The  cars,  developed  by  Theodore  Woodruff  and  Andrew  Carnegie,  were  considered  the 
most  luxurious  of  their  day.  The  central  vignette  on  the  certificate  is  of  a locomotive  fac- 
ing left  in  a railroad  station,  with  passengers  waiting,  A river  is  in  the  background,  with 
sailing  and  steam  vessels.  Along  the  bottom,  indeed  forming  the  bottom  border  of  the 
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certificate,  runs  a train  consisting  of  engine,  tender,  baggage  car,  and  two  passenger  cars. 
It  faces  left.  Printing  is  all  black,  with  the  exception  of  the  red  numeral  for  the  number  of 
the  certificate.  Measures  11x7  inches. 

Voucher: 

Order  of  Railway  Conductors  of  America,  by  American  Bank  Note  Co.,  date 
unknown.  8 x 3-5/8  inches.  At  the  top,  centered  to  the  right,  is  a train  facing  left,  with 
locomotive,  tender,  baggage  car,  and  six  passenger  cars,  with  an  industrial  metropolitan 
scene  in  the  background.  At  lower  left  is  the  same  head-on  view  of  a locomotive  seen  on 
the  union  card  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Firemen. 


Counterfeit  Passing 
(Continued  from  Page  59) 

We  will  sell  $5,000  of  the  money  for  $1,000  but  to  begin  with  will  let  you  have  $500 
for  $50.  Even  $200  for  $20  or  $100  for  $10  if  you  agree  to  buy  the  balance  as  soon  as  you 
dispose  of  the  first  lot  which  you  can  easily  & safely  do  as  no  one  will  compare  numbers 
in  your  locality  where  the  fact  of  the  treasury  plates  having  been  stolen  is  not  known  as  it 
is  here  in  New  York.  The  plates  cost  us  $100,000  but  we  can  soon  make  ten  times  that 
with  the  aid  of  a few  good  men  amassing  a fortune  for  themselves  and  us.  When  you 
write  order  silver  spoons  1 doz  for  each  $100  that  you  want  of  the  money  say  size  1,  2 or 
5 or  assorted  according  to  the  kind  you  want.  If  you  prefer  we  will  send  the  money  by  ex- 
press C.O.D.  and  you  can  pay  for  the  package  of  (jewelry)  money  at  the  office  of  the  ex- 
press company. 

We  ship  the  goods  from  a well  known  establishment  with  which  we  are  connected 
and  by  that  means  they  will  pass  through  unsuspected  the  same  as  the  goods.  If  you  wish 
to  save  yourself  express  charges  & us  trouble  you  can  send  the  money  to  us  direct  by 
mail,  but  suit  yourself.  We  trust  you  will  speak  of  this  to  no  one  else  and  please  do  not 
delay  answering  as  we  want  to  get  the  whole  of  our  stocks  in  circulation  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble. 
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ESSAYS 


For 


U.S.  Adhesive  Postage  Stamps 


By  Clarence  W.  Brazer 
Revised  By  Falk  Finkelburg 


IMPORT ANT-PLEASE  READ! 

Procedures  for  Amending  These  Listings 


All  correspondence  about,  additions,  corrections  and  objections  to  the  follow- 
ing listings  should  be  directed  to  Falk  Finkelburg,  Box  237,  Coram,  NY  11727,  the 
compiler,  not  to  the  editor  of  this  magazine. 

These  serialized  listings  are  to  be  regarded  as  preliminary  to  the  final  catalog  in 
book  form.  In  order  to  make  the  latter  as  accurate  and  useful  as  possible,  responsi- 
ble comments  and  assistance  are  welcomed  by  Mr.  Finkelburg. 


Essays  for  1898  Issue  by  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing 

For  a complete  history  of  this  issue  see  “A  Historical  Catalog  of  U.S.  Stamp 
Essays  & Proofs  — The  Omaha,  Trans-Mississippi  Issue  1898,”  48  pages,  by  Clarence 
W,  Brazer,  illustrated  with  5-inch  wide  cuts,  including  original  subjects  for  vignettes, 
quantities  known,  hybrids,  details  of  differences  between  essays  and  proofs,  full  list  of 
trial  color  proofs,  etc. 


Incomplete  engraving  of  vignette  on- 
ly. On  India  paper  die  sunk  on  card. 


285E-B.  ONE  CENT. 

Size  of  die  79x68  mm. 

Vignette  engraved  by  G.F.C.  Smillie. 


285E-Bd. 


a.  March  7,  1898.  No  lines  in  sky  and 
water;  (very  rare) 

69  o/5  black 

b.  March  8,  1898.  With  lines  in  sky  and 
water;  (very  rare) 

69  o/5  black 

c.  March  9,  1898.  Most  of  engraving 
completed;  (very  rare) 

69  o/5  black 
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d.  March  10,  1898.  Indian  at  right 

darker  and  robe  shadows  etched; 
(rare) 

69  o/5  black 


285E-E. 


285E-C.  ONE  CENT. 

Size  of  design  34x22  mm. 

Size  of  die  73x62  mm. 

Designed  by  R.  Ostrander  Smith. 
Frame  engraved  by  D.  S.  Ronaldson. 
Vignette  etched  by  Harry  L.  Chorl- 
ton.  Vignette  engraved  by  G.  F.  C. 
Smillie. 

Incomplete  engraving.  No  second  in- 
ner line  in  numerals.  On  India  paper 
on  card  cut  close;  (unique) 

orange-red  and  black 


285E-D.  ONE  CENT. 

Size  of  die  83x68  mm. 

March  1898.  Incomplete  engraving  of 
entire  design.  Vignette  unfinished 
and  not  etched,  frame  with  second 
inner  line  in  numerals.  On  die  sunk 
card;  (unique) 

black 


285E-E.  ONE  CENT. 

Size  of  die  63x5 1 mm. 

1899.  Bi-color  die  essays  of  entire 
design.  On  India  paper  die  sunk  on 
card. (scarce) 

dusky  green  and  black 
dusky  blue-green  and  black 
brown  and  black 


285E.F.  ONE  CENT. 

Size  of  die  83x67.5  mm. 

Incomplete  engraving  of  entire  de- 
sign. 

Corn  husks  and  panels  in  end  of  car- 
touche unfinished. 

Lines  under  MARQUETTE  and 
MISSISSIPPI  not  so  thick  as  on 
completed  die.  On  India  paper  die 
sunk  on  card;  (very  rare) 

dusky  green 


286E-AC. 


286E-B.  TWO  CENT. 

Size  of  die  78x68  mm. 

Vignette  engraved  by  M.W.  Baldwin 
Incomplete  engravings  of  Mississippi 
River  Bridge  vignette  only.  On  India 
paper  die  sunk  on  card. 

a.  March  7,  1898.  Very  lightly  engrav- 
ed; (unique) 

black 

b.  April  5,  1898.  No  lines  on  bridge 
beside  two  trolley  cars;  (unique) 

black 

c.  April  7,  1898.  Foreground  between 
bridge  and  boat  and  foretop  deck  in- 
complete. Horse  truck  visible  was 
later  engraved  over;  (unique) 

black 

d.  Complete  engraving  of  vignette  only; 
(unique) 


black 
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286E-Ba. 


286E-Ba.  TWO  CENTS. 

Size  of  design  1 37x88,5  mm. 

Designed  by  Raymond  Ostrander 
Smith. 

a.  Sketch  by  R.O.  Smith  of  accepted 
design  for  the  frame,  entitled  “ST. 
LOUIS  BRIDGE.”  Lead  pencil  on 
tracing  paper  120x178  mm.  (unique) 

black 


Tl.,  ."Ul-  r ^ 


286E-Bb. 

b.  Finished  drawing  of  a.  137x88.5  mm. 
by  R.O.  Smith,  for  the  frame,  entitl- 
ed “ST.  LOUIS  BRIDGE.”  P of 
POSTAGE  in  black  ink,  remainder 
in  lead  pencil  on  Whatman  drawing 
board  watermarked  1889,  237x184 
mm.  (unique) 

black 

c.  Size  of  design  24x22  mm;  Lead  pen- 
cil drawing  by  R.O.  Smith  on  tracing 
paper  72x61  mm;  (unique) 

black 


286E-BC. 


286E-Bd. 


1898. 

286E-Bd.  TWO  CENTS. 

Size  of  die  63x51  mm. 

Designed  by  R.  Ostrander  Smith. 
Frame  engraved  by  D.S.  Ronaldson 
Trial-bi-color  engraved  entire  design 
of  Mississippi  River  Bridge.  On  India 
paper  die  sunk  on  card;  (very  rare) 

All  with  black  vignettes. 

3 k/0  dark  orange-red 
5 k/0  dark  o-orange-red 
5 m/1  dim  dusky  o-orange-red 
7 i/0  deep  red-orange 
7 m/0  dusky  red-orange 
9 m/0  dusky  o-red-orange 
9 k/2  dull  dark  o-red-orange 
13  m/3  dismal  dusky  o-yellow- 
orange 

35  m/ 1 dim  dusky  green 
49o/l  dim  v.  dusky  blue 
63  m/1  dim  dusky  red-violet 
71  -/O  violet-red-red 
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286E-Be.  TWO  CENTS. 

1899. 

Same  as  286E-Bd  in  normal  bi-color; 
(scarce) 

dark  red  and  black 


286E-Be. 


286E-Be.  TWO  CENTS. 

Size  of  die  82x68  mm. 

First  die  not  used.  The  horses  at  left 
vignette  border  are  engraved  dark  up 
to  border  line  which  is  a solid  com- 
plete line  at  both  left  and  right.  On 
approved  design  the  border  line  is 
light  or  broken  and  the  engraving  of 
vignette  inside  the  border  is  lighter. 

On  India  paper  die  sunk  on  card 
marked  “Proof  from  1st  die.”  (very 
rare) 

black 

dark  orange-red 


287E-A.  FOUR  CENTS. 

Size  of  design  34x22  mm. 

Size  of  die  No.  259  63x5 1 mm. 

Vignette  engraved  by  G.F.C.  Smillie. 
Etched  by  Harry  L.  Chorlton. 
Incomplete  engraving  of  vignette  on- 
ly. On  India  paper  die  sunk  on  card. 

a.  1898.  No  lines  in  sky;  (very  rare) 

black 

b.  1898.  Sky  lines  ruled  in;  (very  rare) 

black 

c.  1898.  No  right  forefoot  on  bison; 
(rare) 

black 

d.  March  1898.  Shadow  under  bison  in- 
complete; (rare) 

black 

e.  March  1898.  Shadow  under  bison 
and  foreground  penciled;  (unique) 

black 

f.  March  10,  1898.  Shadow  under  bison 
engraved  but  not  etched;  (very  rare) 

black 


287E-Ag. 

287E-Ag.  FOUR  CENTS. 

Size  of  die  83x67  mm. 

Frame  engraved  by  D.S.  Ronaldson. 
Incomplete  engraving  of  entire  de- 
sign. No  lines  in  sky  and  frame  sha- 
dow etching  unfinished.  On  India 
paper  die  sunk  on  card;  (unique) 

black 

deep  orange 


287E-AC. 
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287E-Ah.  FOUR  CENTS. 

Size  of  die  63x5 1 mm. 

Incomplete  engraving.  The  husks  of 
the  ears  of  corn  at  lower  sides  of 
frame  are  unfinished.  On  india  paper 
on  card;  (very  rare) 

All  with  black  vignettes. 

5 k/0  dark  o-orange-red 
5 m/0  dusky  o-orange-red 
7 m/0  dusky  red-orange 
1 1 o/2  dull  V.  dusky  orange 
13  m/3  dismal  dusky  o-y-orange 
35  m/ 1 dim  dusky  green 
39  m/1  dim  dusky  blue-green 
49  o/l  dim  v.  dusky  blue 
61  k/1  dim  dark  v-r.  violet 
63  m/1  dim  dusky  red-violet 
71  m/0  dusky  violet-red-red 

287E-Ai.  FOUR  CENTS. 

Size  of  die  63x5 1 mm. 

1899.  Bi-color  die  essay  of  entire 
design.  On  India  paper  die  sunk  on 
card. (scarce) 

red-orange  and  black 
deep  red-orange  and  black 


Size  of  die  77x69  mm. 

Vignette  engraved  by  M.W.  Baldwin 
Incomplete  engraving  of  vignette  on- 
ly. On  India  paper  die  sunk  on  card. 

a.  March  24,  1898.  Very  lightly  engrav- 
ed; (unique) 

black 

b.  March  25,  1898.  Lower  clouds  at 
right  darkened;  (unique) 

black 

c.  March  25,  1898.  Engraving  unfinish- 
ed; (unique) 

d.  March  1898.  Dots  in  sky  left  of  flag 
unfinished;  (unique) 

black 


288E-Ae.  FIVE  CENTS. 

Size  of  die  34x22  mm. 

Size  of  die  63x5 1 mm. 

Frame  engraved  by  D.S.  Ronaldson 
Incomplete  engraving  of  entire 
design.  Cross  hatching  to  left  of 
FREMONT  unfinished,  but  there  is 
cross  hatching  below  man’s  hat  at 
right.  All  the  lines  against  bottom 
label  and  frame  are  unfinished  and 
no  etching  on  flag.  On  India  paper 
on  card; (very  rare) 

All  with  black  vignettes 
3 k/0  dark  orange-red 
3 m/o  dusky  orange-red 
7 i/0  deep  red-orange 
7 m/0  dusky  red-orange 
7 m/1  dim  dusky  red-orange 
9 m/0  dusky  o-red-orange 
1 1 o/2  dull  V.  dusky  orange 
37  m/1  dim  dusky  g-b.  green 
39  m/ 1 dim  dusky  blue-green 
49  o/l  dim  v.  dusky  blue 
63  m/1  dim  dusky  red-violet 
7 1 n/0  medium  deep  v-r.  red 
35  m/1  dim  dusky  green 


288E-Ad. 


288E-Ad. 


FIVE  CENTS. 
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288E-Af. 


288E-Af.  FIVE  CENTS. 

Size  of  die  63x51  mm. 

Same  as  288E-C.  in  normal  bi -color. 
On  India  paper  die  sunk  on  card; 
(scarce) 

49  m/1  dim  dusky  blue  and 
black 

49  k/1  dim  dark  blue  and  black 


288E-Ag.  FIVE  CENTS. 

Size  of  die  82x68.5  mm. 

Incomplete  engravings  of  entire 
design.  Cornhusks,  panels  at  ends  of 
cartouche,  mountains  and  foreground 
next  left  and  right  of  title  label,  sky, 
etc.  unfinished  and  flag,  men  and 
mountains  not  etched  dark.  On  India 
paper  die  sunk  on  card;  (very  rare) 

black 


May  18, 1898. 

288E-Ah.  FIVE  CENTS. 

Incomplete  engraving  of  vignette.  No 
dots  on  top  of  mountains  next  right 
border.  Cross  hatching  at  left  end  of 
title  label  unfinished.  “May  18/3’’ 
written  in  pencil  on  card.  On  India 
paper  die  sunk  on  card;  (very  rare) 

dark  red-orange 


289E-A. 


289E-A.  EIGHT  CENTS. 

Vignette  engraved  by  M.W.  Baldwin 
Engraved  vignette  only.  On  India 
paper  on  card;  (unique) 

black 


289E-B. 

289E-B.  EIGHT  CENTS. 

Size  of  design  33.3x21.5  mm. 

Frame  engraved  by  D.S.  Ronaldson 
Incomplete  engraving  of  frame  only, 
shading  of  sunken  center  of  car- 
touche at  right  of  vignette  unfinish- 
ed. Die  on  India  paper  26x37  mm. 
(very  rare) 

black 

289E-C.  EIGHT  CENTS. 

Incomplete  engraving  of  entire 
design.  The  top  row  of  distant  shrub- 
bery under  ERICA  is  missing,  also 
some  cross  hatching  on  distant 
mountains  at  left  and  some  blades  of 
grass  at  left  end  of  label  and  dots 
against  top  label.  On  India  paper  on 
card;  (very  rare) 
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All  with  black  vignette. 

3 m/0  dusky  orange-red 
5 m/0  dusky  o-orange-red 
7 i/0  deep  red-orange 
7 m/0  dusky  red-orange 
9 m/0  dusky  o-red-orange 
11  o/2  dull  V.  dusky  orange 
35  m/1  dim  dusky  green 
39  m/1  dim  dusky  blue-green 
49  o/l  dim  v.  dusky  blue 
63  m/1  dim  dusky  red-violet 
71  -/O  violet-red-red 


a.  Two  rows  of  dots  in  sky  over  wagon; 
(very  rare) 

black 

b.  Three  rows  of  dots  in  sky  over 
wagon;  (very  rare) 

rare 


289E-D. 

289E-D.  EIGHT  CENTS. 

Size  of  die  63x51  mm. 

Same  as  289E-C.  in  normal  bi-color. 
On  India  paper  die  sunk  on  card; 
(scarce) 

dark  red  and  black 
dusky  red  and  black 


290E-Aa 

290E-B.  TEN  CENTS. 

Size  of  die  77x64  mm. 

Vignette  engraved  by  M.W.  Baldwin 
Incomplete  engraving  of  vignette  on- 
ly. On  India  paper  die  sunk  on  card; 


290E-B. 

290E-B.  TEN  CENTS. 

Frame  engraved  by  D.S.  Ronaldson. 
Incomplete  engraving  of  entire  de- 
sign. Corn  husks  unfinished  as  on 
the  4 cents,  also  blades  of  grass  to 
left  of  girl’s  feet  missing,  and  some 
to  right  of  dark  horse’s  feet.  Five 
lines  of  dots  in  sky  over  wagon.  On 
India  paper  on  card;  (very  rare) 

All  vignettes  are  black. 

1 i/0  deep  red 
3 k/0  dark  orange-red 
5 k/0  dark  o-orange-red 
5 m/0  dusky  o-orange-red 
7 i/0  deep  red-orange 
9 m/0  dusky  o-red-orange 
1 1 0/2  dull  V.  dusky  orange 
35  m/1  dim  dusky  green 
39  m/1  dim  dusky  blue-green 
49  o/l  dim  v.  dusky  blue 
57  k/4  smoky  dark  v-b.  violet 
63  m/1  dim  dusky  red-violet 
71  i/0  deep  v-r.  red 
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290E-C.  TEN  CENTS. 

1899. 

Size  of  die  63x51  mm. 

Same  as  290E-B.  in  normal  bi-color. 
On  India  paper  die  sunk  on  card; 
(scarce) 

dull  dusky  violet-blue  and  black 
dusky  blue-violet  and  black 

290E-D.  TEN  CENTS. 

1898. 

Incomplete  engraving  of  corn  husks 
on  frame.  Portions  of  above  vignette 
removed  to  fit  frame  accurately. 
Printed  in  one  color  on  India  paper; 
(unique) 

dark  red-orange 

290E-E.  TEN  CENTS. 

Size  of  die  82x67  mm. 

Incomplete  engraving  of  entire  de- 
sign. Cornhusks  and  panels  at  end  of 
cartouche  and  both  sides  and  bottom 
of  vignette  next  border  are  unfinish- 
ed. On  India  paper  die  sunk  on  card; 
(very  rare) 

dull  red-violet 


290E-F.  TEN  CENTS. 

Incomplete  engraving  of  entire 
design.  Cornhusks  and  both  sides 
and  bottom  of  vignette  next  border 
are  unfinished.  Vertical  lines  on  car- 
touche frame  at  right  of  vignette  are 
missing.  On  India  paper  about  44x32 
mm.;  (very  rare) 

dull  red-violet 


291E-Af. 

291E-A.  FIFTY  CENTS. 

Size  of  die  62x52  mm. 

Vignette  engraved  by  G.F.C.  Smillie 
Incomplete  engraving  of  vignette  on- 
ly. On  India  paper  die  sunk  on  card; 

a.  1898.  Without  sky  or  mountains; 
(very  rare) 

black 

b.  1898.  Sky  ruled  in;  (very  rare) 

black 

c.  March  28,  1898.  No  shading  on  dis- 
tant mountains,  (very  rare). 

black 

d.  March  28  (2)  1898.  Light  shading  on- 
distant  mountains;  (rare) 

black 

e.  More  shading  on  distant  mountains; 
(unique) 

black 

f.  Shadows  on  miner’s  hat  darker  (etch- 
ed); (very  rare) 

black 

g.  Girth  under  donkey  darkened;  (uni- 
que) 

black 


291E-D. 


The  Essay  Proof  Journal  No.  150 


79 


291E-B.  FIFTY  CENTS. 

Size  of  design  34x22  mm. 

Size  of  die  89x71  mm. 

Frame  engraved  by  D.S.  Ronaldson. 
Incomplete  engraving  of  entire  de- 
sign. Shading  lines  on  scroll  in  lower 
right  corner  of  frame  and  shrubbery 
in  upper  left  corner  of  vignette  un- 
finished. Less  sky  than  on  design 
adopted.  Bi-color  on  India  paper  on 
card; (very  rare) 

All  vignettes  are  black. 

1 i/0  deep  red 
3 k/0  dark  orange-red 
5 m/o  dusky  o-orange-red 
7 m/0  dusky  red-orange 
9 i/0  deep  o-red-orange 
9 m/0  dusky  o-red-orange 
1 1 m/2  dull  dusky  orange 
13  m/3  dismal  dusky  o-y-orange 
35  m/1  dim  dusky  green 
39  m/ 1 dim  dusky  blue-green 
47  n/2  dull  v.  dusky  g-b.  blue 
49  o/ 1 dim  v.  dusky  blue 
61  k/1  dim  dark  v-r. -violet 
7 1 m/0  dusky  v-r.  red 


291E-C.  FIFTY  CENTS. 

Size  of  die  89x71  mm. 

Incomplete  engraving  of  entire  design 
in  one  color.  Vignette  unfinished 
against  top  frame.  On  India  paper 
die  sunk  on  card;  (very  rare) 

black 

deep  red-orange 


291E-D.  FIFTY  CENTS. 

Size  of  die  63x5 1 mm. 

1899.  Same  as  291E-B.  in  normal  bi-color; 
(scarce) 

dull  dusky  blue-green  and  black 
dull  dusky  blue-green  and  black 


292E-Ab. 

292E-B.  ONE  DOLLAR. 

Size  of  die  77x65  mm. 

Vignette  engraved  by  M.W.  Baldwin 
Incomplete  engraving  of  vignette  on- 
ly. On  India  paper  die  sunk  on  card. 

a.  1898.  All  lines  very  light,  no  darks; 
(very  rare) 

black 

b.  March  7,  1898.  Light  vignette  out- 
line, later  removed;  (very  rare) 

black 

c.  March  8,  1898.  Similar  to  b.  but  dat- 
ed; (very  rare) 

black 

d.  March  15,  1898.  Similar  to  c.  but 
dated;  (very  rare) 

black 

e.  March  30,  1898.  Foreground  snow  at 
left  unfinished;  (very  rare) 

black 


292E-Ah. 


292E-Af.  ONE  DOLLAR. 

Size  of  die  62x52  mm. 

Incomplete  engraving  of  entire  de- 
sign. Corn  husk  at  right  of  frame. 
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sky  against  top  frame  unfinished. 
Bull’s  right  fore-foot  does  not  touch 
frame.  Foreground  at  right  end  of 
label  unfinished.  On  India  paper  on 
card,  (very  rare) 

1898.  All  vignettes  are  black. 

3 k/0  dark  orange-red 
5 m/0  dusky  o-orange-red 
7 m/0  dusky  red-orange 
9 m/0  dusky  o-red-orange 
9 n/3  dismal  v.  dusky 
o-r-orange 

13  n/3  dismal  v.  dusky 
o-y-orange 

35  m/1  dim  dusky  green 
43  m/1  dim  dusky  green-blue 
49  o/l  dim  v.  dusky  blue 
57  k/4  smoky  dark  v-b.  violet 
63  m/1  dim  dusky  red-violet 
71  -/O  violet-red-red 
47  -/47  dull  dusky  green-blue 


292E-Ag.  ONE  DOLLAR. 

Size  of  die  91x73  mm. 

Incomplete  engraving  of  entire  de- 
sign. Left  frame  line,  corn  husks  and 
shading  in  frame  over  corn  husks  un- 
finished. 

1898.  On  India  paper  die  sunk  on  card; 
(very  rare) 

dusky  red-orange 


292E-Ah.  ONE  DOLLAR. 

1899.  Same  as  292E-Af  in  normal  bi- 
color; (scarce) 

dull  violet-blue  and  black 
dull  blue  and  black 
dull  violet  and  black 


293E-A. 

292E-A.  TWO  DOLLARS. 

Size  of  design  34x22  mm. 

Size  of  die  73x63  mm. 

Designed  by  R.  Ostrander  Smith. 
Vignettes  engraved  by  G.F.C.  Smil- 
lie. 

Frame  engraved  by  D.S.  Ronaldson. 
The  $ is  as  large  as  numeral  2. 
Western  Mining  Prospector  wrongly 
entitled  HARVESTING  IN  THE 
WEST.  On  India  paper  on  card; 
(unique) 

dusky  violet  and  black 


293E-Be. 

293E-B.  TWO  DOLLARS. 

Size  of  die  77x66  mm. 

Vignette  engraved  by  M.  W.  Baldwin. 
Incomplete  engraving  of  vignette  on- 
ly. On  India  paper  die  sunk  on  card. 

a.  1898.  Very  lightly  engraved;  (very 
rare) 

black 

b.  1898.  Four  horses  shaded;  (very  rare) 

black 

c.  Feb.  25,  1898.  Recorded  but  not 
compared;  (very  rare) 


black 
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d.  1898.  No  dots  above  half  horse  at 
left;  (very  rare) 

black 

e.  1898.  Foreground  in  front  of  plow 
wheel  unfinished;  (very  rare) 

black 

293E-C.  TWO  DOLLARS. 

Size  of  die  62x51  mm. 

1898.  Incomplete  engraving  of  entire  de- 
sign. Only  one  plowshare  is  shown, 
label  is  longer  and  there  is  less 
foreground  than  in  design  adopted. 
Bi-color  on  India  paper  on  card; 
(very  rare) 

All  vignettes  are  black. 

1 -/O  red 

3 k/0  dark  orange-red 
7 m/0  dusky  red-orange 
35  m/1  dim  dusky  green 
39  m/1  dim  dusky  blue-green 
45  o/l  dim  v.  dusky  b-g.  blue 
45  m/2  dull  dusky  b-g.  blue 
63  m/1  dim  dusky  red-violet 
71  i/0  deep  v-r.  red 
47  n/2  dull  dusky  green-blue 


293E-D. 


293E-D.  TWO  DOLLARS. 

Size  of  die  63x61  mm. 

1899.  Same  as  293E-C.  in  normal  bi- 
color. On  India  paper  die  sunk  on 
card;  (scarce) 

dusky  orange-red 
dark  red-orange 


293E-E.  TWO  DOLLARS. 

Size  of  die  83x88  mm.  (note) 

1898.  Incomplete  engraving  of  entire  de- 
sign. There  is  a black  wash  over  en- 
graving on  side  of  bridge  and  in 
foreground,  engraving  under  the 
wash  unfinished.  Single  color  on  In- 
dia paper  die  sunk  on  card;  (unique) 

black 


293E-F.  TWO  DOLLARS. 

Size  of  die  82x66.5  mm. 

Complete  engraving  of  vignette  bet- 
ween title  label  and  steamboat  and 
city  next  right  frame.  Near  side  of 
bridge  and  smoke  shadow  on  water 
not  so  dark  as  on  completed  die. 
Panels  in  ends  of  cartouche  unfinish- 
ed. On  India  paper  die  sunk  on  card; 
(very  rare) 

black 


May  21,  1898. 


293E-G.  TWO  DOLLARS. 

Incomplete  engraving  of  entire  de- 
sign. Circles  in  upper  corners  of  vig- 
nette next  value  of  shields  and  water 
next  right  end  of  title  label  and  pan- 
els at  ends  of  cartouche  are  unfinish- 
ed. “21  May’’  written  in  pencil  on 
card.  On  India  paper  die  sunk  on 
card; (very  rare) 

black 
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Essays  for  1898  Issue  by  Edward  Rosewater 
December,  1897 


285E-A. 

285E-A.  ONE  CENT. 

Size  of  die  62x97  mm. 

Wash  drawing  on  tracing  paper 
mounted  on  buff  card  91x142  mm.; 
(unique) 

dull  orange 


286E-A. 

286E-A.  TWO  CENTS. 

Size  of  design  57x98  mm. 

Wash  drawing  on  tracing  paper 
mounted  on  buff  card  91x42  mm.; 
(unique) 

deep  orange-red 
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288E-A. 

288E-A.  FIVE  CENTS 

Size  of  design  61x100  mm. 

Wash  drawing  on  tracing  paper 
mounted  on  buff  card  91x142  mm.; 
(unique) 

dark  yellow 


290E-A. 

290E-A.  TEN  CENTS. 

Size  of  Design  62x99  mm. 

Wash  drawing  on  tracing  paper 
mounted  on  buff  card  91x142  mm.; 
(unique) 

dusky  blue 


Rosenberg  Designs  Rose  Stamps 

Kristin  Rosenberg,  one  of  Britain’s  leading  painters  of  wild  flowers  whose  work  has 
gained  worldwide  acclaim,  designd  the  four  stamps  issued  June  30,  1976  to  mark  the  cen- 
tenary of  Britain’s  Royal  National  Rose  Society. 

The  stamps— in  denominations  of  S'/ip,  lOp,  lip,  and  13p— show  different  varieties 
of  roses  and  were  Ms.  Rosenberg’s  first  venture  into  stamp  design.  She  produced  the 
original  artwork  for  the  stamps  in  miniature,  creating  the  design  in  the  actual  size  of  the 
stamps. 

Kristin  Rosenberg  started  painting  wild  flowers  in  1967  and  has  won  at  least  18 
medals  for  her  watercolours  in  the  Royal  Horticultural  Society  flower  show  exhibition. 
Her  stand  at  the  Chelsea  flower  show  has  meant  that  many  of  her  works  have  been 
bought  for  private  collections  all  over  the  world. 
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292E-A. 

Dec.  1897. 

292E-A.  ONE  DOLLAR. 

Size  of  design  60x98  mm. 

Wash  drawing  on  tracing  paper 
mounted  on  buff  card;  (unique) 

deep  orange-yellow 

CONCLUDED 


Alan  Mitchell,  New  Zealand 
Stamp  Designer 

“A  STAMP  IS  REALLY  A 
MINIATURE  POSTER’, 
said  Alan  Mitchell,  designer  of  at  least  18 
New  Zealand,  Tokelau  and  Niue  stamp 
issues  since  1971. 


“It’s  a matter  of  interpreting  and 
portraying  a subject  for  a country,  and 
putting  it  down  as  attractively  as  possi- 
ble.’’ 

Putting  things  down  attractively  is 
certainly  no  problem  for  Mitchell,  several 
of  whose  designs  have  met  with  consider- 
able popularity:  The  1971  Rose  Conven- 
tion series,  for  example,  was  so  popular  it 
had  to  be  reprinted  shortly  after  it  was 
issued;  the  Rose  definitives  of  1975  were 
much  admired  and  the  1979  Statesmen 
issue  also  seemed  to  strike  a chord  for 
large  numbers  of  collectors  and  non-col- 
lectors alike. 

He  favors  a tightly-drawn  representa- 
tional style,  and  this  is  the  strength  New 
Zealand  has  called  on  frequently  over  the 
last  decade  when  a realistic  graphic  ap- 
proach was  required  for  a stamp  design. 
The  Vintage  Cars  series  in  1972  and  many 
of  this  Niue  stamp  designs  are  prime  ex- 
amples of  this  style. 

Mitchell  says  he  also  enjoys  using  ab- 
stract design  for  symbolic  themes,  for  ex- 
ample the  1975  stamp  commemorating  In- 
ternational Women’s  Year.  Bold  simplici- 
ty again  came  to  the  fore  in  the  design 
for  the  six  1981  Government  Life  stamps. 
These  identical  designs  have  a different 
color  combination  for  each  denomina- 
tion. 

“Posterization’’,  which  reduces  pic- 
torial elements  to  simple  shapes  in  flat 
colors,  is  a technique  Mithcell  often 
employs  when  realism  is  required  but  de- 
tail would  not  be  appropriate.  The  1978 
Health  stamp  depicting  a heart  operation 
is  a good  example. 

Describing  himself  as  “car-crazy’’, 
Mitchell  found  the  1972  Vintage  Cars 
issue  the  most  challenging  to  work  on, 
and  also  the  issue  which  gave  him  per- 
haps the  most  satisfaction.  These  stamps 
reveal  a great  deal  of  detail  on  close  in- 
spection, yet  retain  an  overall  simplicity 
of  design.  To  overcome  any  problem  of 
identification,  he  chose  a different  back- 
ground color  for  each  denomination. 

(Continued  on  Page  98) 
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Ukraine  Paper  Money  Handbook  of  Philatelic/Syngraphic  Interest 

Book  Review  by  JOHN  G.  HUMPHRIS, 

Research  Chairman  of  the  International  Bank  Note  Society 


Derzhawni  Hroshi  Ukrayiny  1917-1920  Rokiw  (“Currency  of  the  Ukraine  1917-1920”), 
by  Mykola  Hnatyshak,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  1974.  356  pages,  paper  back,  6"  x 9'/4"! 
Text  in  Ukrainian,  with  English  and  German  summaries;  including  a 20-page 
“Specialized  Catalog  of  Paper  Money  of  the  Ukraine  1917-1920”  by  Stepan  Kikta, 
Text  in  Ukrainian,  English,  and  German.  The  whole  volume  was  edited  and  sup- 
plemented by  Stepan  Kikta  after  the  death  of  Mykola  Hnatyshak  in  1973.  Printed  in 
a limited  edition  of  1,000  copies,  and  profusely  illustrated  within  the  text. 

This  is  the  most  definitive  work  yet  published  on  the  paper  money  of  Independent 
Ukraine.  All  notes  are  illustrated  front  and  back,  including  varieties,  forgeries,  errors. 
White  Russian  reprints,  communist  reprints,  essays,  and  proofs  by  artists  and  printers. 
The  Ukrainian  text  accompanying  each  illustration  describes  the  sizes,  colors,  printers, 
places  where  printed,  the  artist’s  name,  watermark,  the  name  of  the  persons  who  signed 
the  notes,  the  dates  that  the  notes  were  printed  and  released  into  circulation,  and  series 
number  varieties. 

Other  sections  of  the  book  describe  and  illustrate  the  various  watermarks  which  occur 
on  the  notes;  the  quantities  of  notes  authorized  and  printed;  various  printing  methods; 
and  all  types  of  foreign  currency  which  circulated  in  the  Ukraine,  including  German  oc- 
cupation, Austrian  Imperial,  Polish,  Slovakian,  and  current  Russian,  as  well  as  those  of 
the  White  Russian  Armies  1918-1919.  All  these  are  illustrated,  together  with  some  local  ci- 
ty and  private  issues  of  paper  money,  and  Makhno  Partisan  overprints  on  White  Russian 
Army  notes  issued  by  General  Denikin  in  1919. 

This  volume  includes  not  only  paper  money,  but  a political  and  econmical  history  of 
the  Ukraine,  covering  Ukrainian  Government  documents  relating  to  currency,  state 
finances,  the  complete  budget  for  1918,  foreign  exchange  rates,  pre-decimal  weight 
systems,  and  monetary  reforms. 

There  are  also  separate  chapters  on  other  fiscal  documents,  including  revenue  stamps, 
postage  stamps,  postage  stamps  used  as  currency,  postal  stationery,  bonds  and  shares, 
coats  of  arms,  badges,  military  and  civil  orders,  and  decorations.  All  are  illustrated  and 
described  in  detail.  The  postage  stamps  include  those  of  Independent  Ukraine,  Imperial 
Russian  and  Austrian  stamps  with  various  Ukrainian  overprints,  Ukrainian  Regional 
issues  printed  in  the  Ukraine  and  Austria  for  Western  Ukraine,  Transcarpathian  Ukraine, 
and  Czechoslovak  and  Hungarian  stamps  issued  for  Carpathian  Ukraine.  These  are  all  il- 
lustrated in  several  pages,  and  include  essays,  proofs,  and  unissued  stamps.  The  postal 
stationery  includes  covers  issued  during  the  period  1917-1920,  and  covers  and  adhesive 
labels  issued  by  Ukrainians  in  Exile  from  the  1950s  to  the  present  in  the  U.S.A.,  Canada, 
Great  Britain,  and  West  Germany.  These  are  all  described  and  illustrated  throughout  the 
volume,  together  with  special  cancellations  applied  by  the  U.S.,  U.K.  Canadian  and  West 
German  post  offices. 

The  bonds  include  Russian  Provisional  Government  with  Ukraine  overprints,  Ukraine 
Government  with  coupons,  and  certain  ones  issued  in  the  U.S.A. 

Complete  biographies  and  photographs  are  provided  for  the  designers  of  Ukrainian 
paper  money,  stamps,  bonds,  and  other  documents;  and  the  members  of  the  Ukraine  In- 
dependent Government;  and  persons  who  signed  the  notes. 

The  volume  ends  with  a comprehensive  bibliography  in  five  pages  which  covers 
Ukrainian  paper  money;  stamps;  history;  and  economics  in  works  written  in  Ukrainian, 
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Russian,  English,  and  German.  Both  main  sections  of  the  book  are  well  indexed  in  Ukrai- 
nian and  English,  and  a historical  map  of  the  Ukraine  is  provided  at  the  front  of  the 
book. 

There  are  not  many  specialized  catalogs  which  include  the  whole  range  of  paper 
money,  postage  stamps,  revenue  stamps,  bonds,  postal  stationery,  other  fiscal  documents, 
and  political  and  economical  histories  of  a country  in  one  volume  in  great  detail  and  pro- 
fusely illustrated.  It  is  unfortunate  that  catalogs  for  other  countries  do  not  include  these 
complete  details  which  are  all  interrelated  and  should  be  researched  as  a whole. 

The  volume  is  available  from  John  G.  Humphris,  P.O.  Box  34,  Sidney,  Ohio  45365, 
price  $15.00  including  postage  and  packing  for  the  U.S.A.  and  Canada.  Other  countries 
will  be  charged  actual  postage.  Less  than  50  books  are  available  after  the  seven  years 
since  this  book  was  published. 


Essay /Proof  World 

of  ROBSON  LOWE 
Southern  Rhodesia 


SOMEONE  said  when  I was  eyeing  a spotted  dick  with  eager  anticipation, 

“The  proof  of  the  pudding  ’’  and  her  husband  quipped,  “He  was 

born  with  proofs  in  his  blood.”  Maybe  there  was  some  truth  in  the  statement, 
for  since  my  early  teens  I have  always  been  attracted  to  the  pristine  impression 
of  a fine  proof  and  the  appetite  has  grown. 

Recently  I was  shown  that  rara  avis  in  philately,  a progressive  plate  proof  in  the 
form  of  a sheet  of  the  Southern  Rodesia  1953  Rhodes  Centenary  Id  green  duty  plate.  The 
stamp  was  printed  from  a plate  of  60  impressions,  but  in  this  sheet  there  were  only  43 
— the  last  (sixth)  stamp  in  the  top  row  with  the  second  to  eighth  rows  complete. 
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In  addition  to  the  17  impressions  still  to  be  rocked  in  on  the  plate,  there  were  guide 

ines  and  dots  as  well  as  marginal  burrs  which  were  burnished  from  the  plate  before  print- 
ing commenced. 

This  is  one  of  two  instances  known  to  me  of  a proof  from  a duty  plate  from  a bi- 
coloured  stamp  being  taken  prior  to  the  completion  of  the  plate. 


A Honduras  Airmail  Proof 


ILLUSTRATED  is  an  interesting  proof  of  the  Honduras  airmail  3 centavos 
issued  on  3 October  1956.  Printed  in  black,  the  proof  comprises  a row  of  five 
impressions  of  the  duty  plate  which  suggests  that  the  plate  was  laid  down  from  a 
transfer  die  containing  five  impressions.  The  central  design  of  this  value  entitled 
LA  CARRETERA  DEL  SUR  was  the  Southern  Highway. 

The  printers  were  Waterlow  & Sons  Limited.  Possibly  a reader  who  is  interested  in 
Honduras  airmails  can  tell  us  more  about  the  production  of  this  stamp.  While  plate  pro- 
ofs of  some  stamps  are  well  known,  the  proof  of  a row  of  stamps  is  unusual. 


1981  BEP  Union  Souvenir  Card 


Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing  craftsmen  issued  a paper  money- 
related  souvenir  card  in  conjunction  with  the  79th  International  Convention  of 
the  International  Plate  Printers,  Die  Stampers  and  Engravers  Union  of  North 
America.  The  convention  was  held  in  Washington,  D.C.,  May  17-23,  and  was 
hosted  by  the  DEP  locals. 

The  souvenir  card  was  designed  and  printed  by  former  and  present  BEP  employees. 
The  card  features  an  engraving  of  the  face  of  a proposed  $2  United  States  Note  which 
was  intended  by  S.M.  Clark  of  the  National  Currency  Bureau  to  be  part  of  a new  Legal 
Tender  issue,  circa  1862. 

The  engraving  is  unusual  in  that  the  entire  surface  of  the  face  of  the  note  is  covered 
by  the  design.  The  theory  behind  this  design  approach  was  to  foil  counterfeiters  by  allow- 
ing for  multiple  details  and  line  engraving  techniques  which  would  be  difficult  to 
duplicate.  The  note  featured  on  the  souvenir  card  is  one  of  the  first  and  best  examples  of 
this  type  of  engraving  produced  at  the  DEP. 
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The  SVi  X 11  inch  card  is  entitled  “International  Plate  Printers,  Die  Stampers  and 
Engravers  Union  of  North  America.”  It  was  printed  from  a single-subject  plate  on  a 
hand-fed,  flatbed  intaglio  press  by  retired  Bureau  printers. 

The  hand -engraved  lettering  of  the  text  reads:  “This  Treasury  Note  was  engraved  in 
the  1860’s,  during  the  early  years  of  the  BEP,  by  Joseph  Prosper  Ourdan,  The  design, 
which  was  never  issued,  features  the  ‘Embarkation  of  the  Pilgrims,  1620’  by  Robert  W. 
Weir.  The  original  painting  is  in  the  rotunda  of  our  nation’s  capitol.” 

An  artist’s  palette  with  a graver  through  it  and  the  union  seal  on  it  is  printed  at  the 
lower  right  corner  of  the  card,  with  “79th  Convention,  Washington,  D.C.,  1981”  printed 
in  three  lines  at  the  bottom  center  of  the  card.  The  $2  note,  all  lettering  and  the  artist’s 
palette  are  printed  in  sepia.  The  figure  of  a printer  and  a proving  press  are  depicted  at  the 
lower  left  corner  of  the  card,  embossed  in  gold. 

During  the  Sixth  International  Philatelic  Exhibition  (SIPEX),  in  1966,  a small  surplus 
of  multicolor  “Washington  Scenes”  souvenir  cards,  originally  printed  and  sold  to  craft 
members,  were  offered  for  sale  to  the  public  and  were  quickly  sold.  Since  that  time  collec- 
tors have  shown  an  intense  interest  in  the  souvenir  cards  produced  by  the  engravers  and 
printers  who  make  our  nation’s  currency  and  stamps.  A very  limited  edition  of  sourvenir 
cards  is  normally  printed  for  craft  members  only.  These  are  sold  to  union  members  at 
their  international  conventions  as  a keepsake  of  the  art  of  hand  engraving  and  intaglio 
printing.  For  1981,  a total  of  5,000  souvenir  cards  was  printed  for  the  79th  International 
Convention  in  an  effort  to  satisfy  both  craft  members  and  collector  interest  and  demand. 

The  cards  were  offered  for  sale  to  the  public  on  a first  come,  first  served  basis,  pric- 
ed at  $8  each. 
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Auction  Accents 

Report  of  Auction  Sales  of 
Essay  and  Proofs 

Auctioneers  desiring  their  sales  reported  should  send  prices  realized  to: 

Barbara  R.  Mueller,  225  S.  Fischer  Ave.,  Jefferson,  WI  53549  or  to: 

Falk  Finkelburg,  P.O.  Box  237,  Coram,  NY  11727  for  sales  of  United  Stated  essay 
and  proofs. 

ALL  DESCRIPTIONS  ARE  FROM  THE  AUCTIONEER’S  CATALOGS. 

Reported  by  Barbara  R.  Mueller 

For  Philatelists 

R.  Maresch  & Son,  Toronto,  Ontario  — Sale  of  March  2-4,  1981. 

(Prices  in  Canadian  Dollars) 

CANADA-HENRY  GATES  COLLECTION 
OF  PENCE  ISSUE  PROOFS 

THE  THREE  PENCE 

1:  PLATE  PROOF  ON  INDIA  IN  BLACK  (Pane  A.  Position  No.  13),  showing 

a series  of  plate  scratches,  v.f $350+  $375 

1:  PLATE  PROOF  ON  INDIA  IN  BLACK  WITH  ORANGE  SPECIMEN  (from 

Pane  B),  v.f 300+  325 

I:  — as  above  in  block  of  4,  (Pane  B,  Position  No’s  21-22,  31-32),  very  fine  ....  1250+  1350 

1:  — as  above  in  block  of  4,  (Pane  B,  Position  No’s  23-24,  33-34),  very  fine  ....  1250+  1150 

1:  PLATE  PROOF  ON  INDIA  IN  BLACK  WITH  DIAGONAL  SPECIMEN  IN 

CARMINE  (Pane  B),  rare,  v.f 400+  450 

1:  — as  above  in  block  of  4,  (Pane  B,  Position  No’s  79-80,  89-90) 1250+  1450 

1:  PLATE  PROOF  ON  INDIA  IN  BROWN  RED  WITH  GREEN  SPECIMEN 

(from  Pane  A),  v.f 250+  240 

1:  — as  above  in  block  of  4,  (Pane  A,  Position  No’s  61-62,  71-72),  showing  “Sun 

Spots’’  transitory  relief  flaw  on  Positions  71  & 72,  v.f 1000+  1900 

1:  — as  above  in  block  of  4,  (Pane  A,  Position  No’s  83-84,  93-94),  showing  “Sun 

Spots’’  in  Positions  83  & 84,  v.f 1000+  1950 

1:  PLATE  PROOF  ON  INDIA  IN  RED  BROWN  WITH  CARMINE 

SPECIMEN,  sheet  margin  copy  (from  Pane  B),  v.f 250+  260 

1:  — as  above  in  block  of  4,  (Pane  B,  Position  No’s  64-65,  74-75),  showing 
strong  re-entry  in  Position  65.  Position  64  has  period  after  Specimen  punched 

out,  v.f 1000+  1050 

1:  PLATE  PROOF  ON  INDIA  IN  ORANGE  YELLOW  (from  Pane  B),  v.f.  ...  250+  220 

1:  — as  above  in  block  of  4,  (Pane  B,  Position  No’s  51-52,  61-62),  showing 

strong  re-entry  in  Position  61,  v.f 1000+  2100 

THE  SIX  PENCE 

2:  PLATE  PROOF  ON  INDIA  IN  BLACK  WITH  CARMINE  SPECIMEN,  left 

sheet  margin  copy,  v.f 300+  270 
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2:  — as  above  in  block  of  4,  v.f 1250+  1350 

2:  —as  above  in  margin  block  of  4,  (Left  Pane,  Positions  71-72,  81-82),  very  fine 

1250+  1900 

2:  —as  above  bottom  margin  strip  of  3 (Left  Pane,  No’s  91-93).  The  pencil  nota- 
tions are  probably  those  of  the  printer  for  positioning  the  imprint,  unique,  v.f. . . 1000+  825 

2:  PLATE  PROOF  ON  INDIA  IN  BLACK  WITH  ORANGE  SPECIMEN,  top 

margin  copy,  v.f 300+  240 

2:  — as  above  in  block  of  4,  from  the  bottom  margin,  v.f 1250+  1750 

2:  — as  above  in  block  of  4,  (Position  No’s  89-90,  99-100),  v.f 1250+  1850 

2:  PLATE  PROOF  ON  INDIA  IN  GRAY  WITH  ORANGE  SPECIMEN,  left 

margin  copy,  v.f 300+  260 

2:  — as  above  in  top  margin,  block  of  4,  v.f 1250+  1800 

THE  TWELVE  PENCE 

3:  GOODALL  SCARRED  DIE  PROOF  IN  BLACK  ON  INDIA  WITH  THE 

ORIGINAL  CARD  BACKING  (29x33mm),  very  fine  and  very  rare 3000  + 

3:  — as  above  in  brown,  v.f 3000  + 

3:  — as  above  in  red,  v.f 3000  + 

3:  — as  above  in  green,  v.f 3000  + 

3;  — as  above  in  blue,  v.f 3000  + 

3:  — as  the  preceding  five  lots  are  probably  the  only  complete  set  in  existence, 

these  are  offered  as  one  lot 15000+  2300 

3:  PLATE  PROOF  ON  INDIA  ON  CARD  IN  BLACK  WITH  CARMINE 

SPECIMEN,  v.f 3000+  2400 

3:  — as  above  in  block  of  4,  (Position  No’s  5-6,  15-16),  very  fine 12000+  11500 

THE  TEN  PENCE 

7:  PROGRESSIVE  DIE  PROOF  IN  BLACK  ON  INDIA  SHOWING  THE  UN- 
FINISHED SPANDRELS.  Ex  Dale-Lichtenstein  (illustrated  in  Boggs  Pg.  151), 

unique,  v.f 5000+  5000 

7:  PLATE  PROOF  ON  INDIA  IN  BLACK,  v.f 300+  400 

7,8;  American  Bank  Note  Company  TRADE  SAMPLE  SHEET  on  card  in  green, 
showing  19  various  engraved  stamps,  inch  the  ten  pence  and  half  penny,  with 

other  BNA  stamps.  Immaculate  & exceedingly  rare 7500+  10500 

7,8:  — as  above  in  brown,  light  crease  in  outer  right  margin  (negligible) 7500+  9,250 


THE  HALF  PENNY  (From  the  original  plate  of  12  x 10) 

8:  PLATE  PROOF  ON  INDIA  IN  BLACK  WITH  CARMINE  SPECIMEN,  bot- 
tom sheet  margin  copy,  v.f 300+  260 

8:  — as  above,  in  strip  of  3 (Position  No’s  117-119)  with  full  inscription,  v.f 1000+  1050 

8:  — as  above  in  block  of  6 with  full  inscription  (Position  No’s  83-84,  95-6, 

107-8)  showing  strong  re-entries  in  Positions  84  and  96,  v.f 2000+  2100 

8:  PLATE  PROOF  ON  INDIA  IN  ROSE  WITH  GREEN  SPECIMEN,  bottom 

margin  copy,  v.f 300+  290 

8:  — as  above,  bottom  strip  of  3 (Position  No’s  117-119)  with  full  imprint,  last 

stamp  one  spot  unprinted,  above  second  “N”  of  “Penny” 1000+  825 

8:  — as  above,  block  of  4 (Position  No’s  81-2,  93-4),  showing  raised  “IMEN”  in 
“Specimen”  on  Position  82.  (This  and  the  following  lot  confirm  the  sixty  subject 
(6x10)  setting  for  the  Specimen  overprint.)  Natural  printing  flaw  Position  93, 
otherwise  v.f 1500+  1050 
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8:  —as  above,  block  of  4 (Position  No’s  75-6,  87-8)  showing  raised  “IMEN”  in 

“Specimen”  on  Position  76  (see  remarks  previous  lot),  v.f 

8:  —as  above  right  margin  block  of  6 with  full  imprint  (Position  No’s  83-4,  95-6, 

107-8),  showing  re-entries  in  Positions  84  & 86,  v.f 

8:  —as  above,  bottom  margin  block  of  6 with  full  imprint  (Position  No’s  98-100, 
110-112),  v.f 


THE  HALF  PENNY  (From  the  New  Slate  (10x10),  after  the  first  two  vertical  rows 
been  removed,  (i.e.  Position  120  became  Position  100,  etc.) 

8:  PLATE  PROOF  ON  INDIA  IN  DEEP  ROSE,  v.f 

8:  —as  above  in  block  of  4,  (Position  No’s  34-5,  44-5),  v.f 

8:  —as  above,  left  corner  margin  block  of  6 (Position  No’s  1-2,  11-12,  21-22), 

v.f 

8:  SAMPLE  COLOUR  PROOF  IN  DEEP  ROSE,  FROM  THE  TRADE  SAM- 
PLE SHEET,  v.f 

8:  Sample  Colour  proof  from  the  Trade  Sample  Sheet  in  black  perf  12  with  large 

o.g.,  v.f 

8:  Black  sample  colour  on  the  blue  chemical  paper,  defaced  with  black  pen  and 
full  o.g.,  v.f 


THE  SEVEN  AND  ONE  HALF  PENCE 

9:  The  unique  essay  in  black  on  India  (26.5x3Imm),  similar  to  the  final  design 
except  for  the  diamond  shaped  ornaments  in  left  & right  oval,  separating 

“Canada  Packet  Postage”  from  “Six  Pence  Sterling”.  Very  fine 

9:  PLATE  PROOF  ON  INDIA  IN  BLACK,  rare  and  v.f 

9:  PLATE  PROOF  ON  INDIA  IN  BLACK  with  carimine  Specimen,  very  fine  . . 
9:  — as  above  in  block  of  4,  (tiny  scissor  cut  at  bottom  in  margin  between  only), 

v.f 

9:  — as  above  in  upper  margin  block  of  4 with  full  imprint  (Positions  3-4,  15-16), 

v.f 

9:  PLATE  PROOF  ON  INDIA  IN  GREEN,  v.f 

9:  — as  above  in  block  of  4 (Position  No’s  21-22,  33-34),  v.f 

9:  — as  above  in  full  imprint  block  of  4 (Position  No’s  9-10,  21-22),  v.f 

9:  PLATE  PROOF  ON  INDIA  IN  YELLOW  ORANGE,  v.f 

9:  — as  above  in  top  margin  block  of  4 with  full  inscription  (Position  No’s  3-4, 

15-16),  v.f 

9:  — as  above  in  left  sheet  margin  block  of  6 with  full  inscription  (Position  No’s 
13-14,  25-26,  37-38).  The  right  vertical  row  showing  a pair  of  transitory  relief 
flaws  in  the  left  frame  line.  A unique  and  most  interesting  piece,  v.f 


1500  + 

1350 

2000  + 

2200 

2000  + 

1950 

of  the  sheet  had 

300  + 

240 

1250  + 

1350 

1750  + 

2500 

150  + 

155 

500  + 

200 

250  + 

120 

5000  + 

5000 

500  + 

525 

300  + 

325 

1250  + 

1300 

1250  + 

1400 

300  + 

350 

1250  + 

1500 

1250 

1500 

300  + 

240 

1250  + 

1300 

2000  + 2200 


(End  of  Pence  Proof  Section) 

Canada 


1903-08  KING  EDWARD  VII 

De  La  Rue  & Co.  Id  red  essay  on  glazed  card,  very  fine 

Perkins,  Bacon  & Co.  large  die  proof,  engraved  essay  of  the  KP  in  ultramarine  on 

thick  wove  paper,  ex  Reford,  rare  & v.f 

IC  to  50<C  cpl.  small  die  proofs  in  black  on  card,  mounted  on  card  (18x1 3 '/2cm), 

rare  & v.f 


250  + 
2000  + 
7500  + 


270 

2100 

6000 
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20:  red  large  die  proof,  die  sunk  on  large  card  (folded  at  top)  with  Die  No.  F-167 
and  “American  Bank  Note  Co.  Ottawa”  imprint  with  blue  crayon  initials 
“WM”  (Sir  Wm.  Mulock)  and  “approved  May  6/03  J.A.M.”  (Jose  A Machado) 
and  blue  ABN  circular  stamp  on  back.  Ex  Reford,  very  rare  & v.f 5000+  6500 

1908  QUEBEC  TERCENTENARY  ISSUE 

The  ‘/2<p  large  essay  die  proof.  The  rejected  design  (F-192)  with  the  King  in 
civilian  clothes  in  black  on  card  (7 '/2x6cm).  Exceedingly  rare  (one  other  known). 

Ex  Lichtenstein,  v.f 2500+  2800 

Small  die  proofs  cpl.  in  black  on  card  and  mounted  on  card  (18'/2xl4cm)  with 
the  names  of  the  vignette  engravers  in  light  pencil  on  each  die.  One  of  four  sets 

believed  to  exist,  v.f 10000+  13000 

The  complete  set  of  large  die  proofs  in  colour  of  issue,  die  sunk  on  cards 
(19x1 4cm),  brilliant  fresh  and  extremely  rare  (the  2(C  and  14(p  with  trifle  minor 

age  spots  on  outer  card  only).  One  of  3 or  4 sets  believed  to  exist 15000+  25000 

MACDONALD-CARTIER,  1<^  essay,  large  DIE  PROOF,  in  brown,  on  India  on 
card,  v.f.  and  very  rare.  Perhaps  two  or  three  known  (with  Greene  Foundation 
Certificate) 2500+  1900 

THE  ED  RICHARDSON 

CANADA  AND  B.N.A.  REVENUE  COLLECTION 
1865  2ND  ISSUE  BILL  STAMPS  (engraved) 

R18:  IC  black  small  Die  Proof  on  India  (Die  No.  234) 250+  115 

R27:  10(5  black  small  Die  Proof  on  India  (Die  No.  232  at  top) 250+  180 

R35;  $2  black  small  Die  Proof  on  India  of  frame  only,  rare 250+  350 

R33:  $1  black  large  Die  Proof  on  India  die  sunk  (35x37mm)  on  large  card 

(151x189mm)  with  Die  No.  233,  trifle  foxing.  THE  ONLY  KNOWN  COPY 500+  800 

R 18/36:  33  different  trial  colour  Plate  Proofs  on  India,  IC  to  $3,  (no  90  ),  two 

with  faults 450+  725 

1868  3RD  ISSUE  BILL  STAMPS  (Engraved) 

R37-51:  l(p  to  50$  (14  vals.  cpl),  small  Die  Proofs  (stamp  size)  in  black  on  India. 

300+  3500 

R38/54:  Eleven  small  Die  Proofs  (stamp  size)  in  various  colours  with  60  & IOC 

in  issued  colours,  very  attractive 300+  1450 

R37-54:  Complete  set  l(p  to  $3  (17  vals.)  of  Plate  Proofs  on  card  in  colour  of 

issue,  lovely  set 250+  625 

SUPREME  COURT  LAW  STAMPS 
1876  YOUNG  QUEEN  SERIES 

R55,59,60:  lOC  blue  perforated  and  gummed  (Finished)  Proof  with 

“CANCELLED”,  $1  black  and  $5  blue  DIE  PROOFS  on  India,  the  latter  two 

both  show  damage  in  the  control  panel 250+  525 

R55-60:  lOC  to  $5  cpl.  set  of  six  FINISHED  PROOFS  in  matched  horizontal 

pairs,  all  with  right  margins  showing  full  imprints,  very  rare.  Showpiece  set 1000  + 2200 

R55-60:  Cpl.  set  of  “SPECIMENS”,  numbered  stamps  with  “CANCELLED” 

hand  stamp  in  control  panel 300+  850 
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C ANADA  RKCKIPT  (1864?) 

These  are  found  only  as  essays.  Nothing  is  known  about  their  legislative  background  or 
their  intended  purpose  (Nelson  Bond,  CRS  Catalogue).  (The  upper  inscription  was  chang- 
ed to  “NEWFOUNDLAND”  and  it  was  issued  as  a 10(C  in  black  as  Scott  No.  27  in  1865.) 

2$  Large  Die  Proof  on  India  in  green  (42x58mm)  with  American  Bank  Note  Co. 

imprint  (EAl).  Tiny  pin  point  in  selvedge.  Very  rare 350 -i-  550 

—as  above  Small  Die  Proof  (stamp  size)  in  orange  (EA2-1)  rare 150+  210 

—as  above  in  green  (EA2-2) 150+  180 

—as  above  in  blue  (EA2-3) 150+  270 

— as  above  in  brown  (EA2-4) 150+  180 

1931-48  POSTAL  NOTE  & SCRIP  STAMPS 

PN3:  2(t  blue,  Large  Die  Proof  on  India,  die  sunk  on  card  with  die  sinkage 

(88x87mm)  and  Die  No.  “XG382”  (according  to  Brazer  this  item  is  unique),  v.f.  400+  550 


WAR  SAVINGS  & THRIFT  STAMPS 
1ST  ISSUE  — JANUARY  1919 

WSl:  25(1  orange,  English,  Large  Die  Proof,  die  sunk  with  Die  No.  “O-G-277” 

with  “Canadian  Bank  Note  Co.  May  6,  1940”  handstamp  on  reverse.  Unique.  . . 850+  2000 

WS2:  $5  green,  English,  Large  Die  Proof,  die  sunk  with  Die  No.  “O-G-328” 

and  Bank  Note  handstamp  on  reverse.  Unique 1000  2100 

WS2:  — as  above,  without  Die  No.  (before  hardening)  and  without  Bank  Note 

handstamp  on  reverse.  Unique 1000+  1000 

WS3:  25$  orange,  French,  Large  Die  Proof,  die  sunk  without  Die  No.  (before 

hardening)  with  “Canadian  Bank  Note  Co.”  handstamp  on  reverse.  Unique 1250+  2600 

WS4:  $5  green,  French,  Large  Die  Proof,  die  sunk  without  Die  No.  (before  har- 
dening) with  “Canadian  Bank  Note  Co.”  handstamp  on  reverse.  Unique 1500+  3250 

JUNE  1941  SPITFIRE  ISSUE 

WS6:  25(1;  carmine  LARGE  DIE  PROOF  (226x154mm)  Die  II,  die  sinkage 

102x8Imm.  Very  rare  & v.f.,  one  of  3 known 350+  350 

WS6:  25(1:  rose  carmine  LARGE  ESSAY  DIE  PROOF  (77x77mm)  Die  I (lacking 
vertical  vein  lines  in  the  two  middle  leaves),  die  sunk  (62x67mm),  very  rare,  one 

of  two  known.  Some  foxing 350+  160 

WS6:  250:  green,  LARGE  TRIAL  COLOUR  DIE  PROOF  (85x85mm)  die 

sinkage  (62x57mm),  Die  II,  very  rare  (one  of  two  known),  some  foxing 350+  220 

WS6:  — as  above,  the  other  known  copy  (70x70mm),  immaculate 350+  350 

AUGUST  1941  ARMED  SERVICES  ISSUE 

WS7-11,  14;  25(1:  orange  six  diff.  LARGE  TRIAL  COLOUR  DIE  PROOFS 

(96x80mm),  die  sinkage  (88x72mm),  very  rare  & v.f.,  ONLY  ONE  OF  EACH 

KNOWN.  (RH  & C (®  $350) 2100+  1050 

WSI2:  25<t  orange,  NURSES,  LARGE  TRIAL  COLOUR  DIE  PROOFS,  as 

above  (RH  & 

WS7-8,  10-12,  14:  25(C  Brown,  six  diff.  LARGE  TRIAL  COLOUR  DIE  PRO- 
OFS, as  above,  very  rare  & v.f.,  only  one  of  each  known.  (RH  & C @ $350)  . . . 2100+  1100 
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WS7-14:  250:  carmine,  complete  set  of  8 LARGE  DIE  PROOFS  in  colour  of 

issue  with  appropriate  Die  No’s,  die  sinkage  (about  87x70mm)  on  large  cards 
(about  225x115mm).  Very  rare  and  immaculate  (one  of  two  known  sets  — the 

only  one  on  large  cards),  RH  & C @ $450 3600+  1650 

WS7;  25c  carmine  NAVY,  LARGE  DIE  PROOF  in  colour  of  issue  with  Die 
No.  Die  sinkage  (87x70mm)  on  card  (125x100mm),  the  second  of  the  two  known, 
v.f.  (RH  & C) 450+  200 


FEDERAL  UNEMPLOYMENT  ISSUES 
(Holmes’  numbers  are  quoted) 


FUl-13:  1941,  1st  Issue,  cpl.  set  ovpt.  inblack  “CANCELLED”  as  Specimens, 

also  Specimen  Employee  Book  with  stamps  showing  how  to  use  the  book,  with 

typewritten  instructions 100+  140 

FUF  1-27;  3 cpl.  sets  1957-8  & 1960  of  9 values  each  ovpt.  SPECIMEN,  plus 

some  mint  singles  FOR  UNEMPLOYED  FISHERMEN 200+  240 

FU38-54:  1955  issue,  cpl.  set  of  16  Small  Die  Proofs  mounted  on  Presentation 
Card  (330x200mm)  with  C.B.N.  Co.  Jun  17  1955  handstamp  on  back.  The  uni- 
que set  presented  to  the  “inventor”  of  the  Unemployment  Stamps 1000+  425 


NEWFOUNDLAND 


THE  2<t;  ESSAY  (NOV.  27  1922) 

The  Tax  Act  of  Oct.  1 1914  instituted  a 2 Cent  Tax  on  all  cheques,  promissory  notes,  bills 
of  lading  and  shipping  receipts.  However,  no  2C  Inland  Revenue  Stamps  were  ever  issued. 
Postage  Stamps  were  used.  The  firm  of  WHITEHEAD  MORRIS  & CO.,  of  London 
prepared  two  2(1:  designs  (by  Archibald  Gibb)  and  made  plates  for  them. 

2(p  black  Newfoundland  Dog  PLATE  PROOF  upper  right  corner  block  of  6,  ex- 


ceedingly rare 600+  825 

2(1:  Red-violet  Geo.  V PLATE  PROOF  UL  block  of  6,  exceedingly  rare 600+  825 


1938  CARIBOU  (Perkins  & Bacon) 

Two  perforation  varieties  exist,  the  so-called  perf  14  (actually  13%  or  13.7  on  all  values  5(j: 
to  $50)  and  perf  14 'A  (actually  14.1  on  5(1:,  10(5,  $1,  $2.50,  $5  and  $100). 

R27:  lOd:  Blue,  LARGE  DIE  PROOF  trial  colour,  on  medium  wove  paper  with 
vertical  mesh.  Die  sinkage  (60x85mm),  reverse  Die  No.  1243.  The  only  one 

known 

R35:  $100  gray-black  LARGE  DIE  PROOF,  trial  colour,  on  medium  wove 

paper  with  vertical  mesh.  Die  sinkage  (60x85mm)  (“$100”  reversed,  written  at 
UR)  the  only  one  known 

ALBERTA 

1910-30  ENGRAVED  LAW  STAMPS  (American  Bank  Note  Co.  Ottawa) 

R27/39:  5(1:  to  $10,  11  original  values  cpl.,  LARGE  DIE  PROOFS  with  Die 

No’s,  in  colours  of  issue,  mounted  on  large  card  (415x280mm),  in  a PRESENTA- 
TION WINDOW  FOLDER  with  watercoloured  Coat  of  Arms,  unique 3300+  KXX) 


750+  675 

1000+  775 
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R27/39:  The  original  set  of  11  plus  the  $5  Yellow  in  issued  colours  in  horz. 
pairs,  PLATE  PROOFS  on  India  on  card,  ovpt.  Specimen  in  red.  Punched  in 
lower  portion  of  vignette  (only  50  sets  issued),  v.f 950+  475 

PROVINCE  OF  NEW  BRUNSWICK 

1884  LAW  STAMPS 

R3,4:  500  and  $2  blue,  two  DIE  PROOFS  on  India,  mounted  on  card,  each  with 


two  holes  punched  in  base  of  vignette 500+  400 

R2,4:  200  & $2  blue,  two  DIE  PROOFS  similar  to  above,  mounted  on  one  card, 

unpunched 600+  210 

Rl,2,4;  100  and  200  green,  $2  brown,  three  DIE  (or  Plate)  PROOFS  on  India. . . 525+  300 


PRE-CONFEDERATION  (Upper  and  Lower  Canada) 

This  classification  is  only  used  for  those  Proofs  of  common  design  for  the  “L.C.”  Law 
Stamps  of  Quebec,  and  the  “C.F.”,  “F.F.”  and  “L.S.”  overprints  of  Ontario.  They  can  be 
collected  with  both  the  first  Quebec  and  Ontario  Law  Stamps. 


(R2)  lOe  blue  LARGE  DIE  PROOF  on  India  die  sunk  on  large  card 
(150x230mm)  die  sinkage  64x79mm.  Slight  foxing 

375  + 

115 

(Rll,  13,  15)  Three  frame  DIE  PROOFS  in  black  on  India  for  the  $1,  $3  & $5, 

Gftpr  small  hr>lp  in  rpntrp  

480  + 

160 

(R2,  R8-14)  Seventeen  colour  trial  PLATE  PROOFS  on  India:  lOtC  (5),  70,  80  & 
90<i:,  $1,  $2  (5),  $3  (2,  one  cut),  $4.  Eight  are  in  colour  of  issue.  Very  colourful 

320  + 

475 

(Rl,9,l  1,12,14,15)  Nine  diff.  ESSAY  PLATE  PROOFS  on  India,  5 ovpt.  “S”  in 
red  and  four  ovpt.  “SC”  in  diff.  colours  for  unissued  SUPREME  COURT 

225  + 

500 
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TERRITORY  OF  THE  YUKON 


1903  DAWSON  MINING  COURT 

R2,4:  The  25(1:  & $1  Carmine  Rose  SMALL  DIE  PROOFS  on  India,  stamps  size, 
only  one  of  each  known 

400  + 

650 

R4:  $1  Carmine  Rose,  LARGE  DIE  PROOFS  on  India  on  card  with  Die  No.  F- 
157,  the  only  one  known 

350  + 

500 

Rl-6:  The  cpl.  set  ovpt.  SPECIMEN,  partially  erased  on  $3,  others  are  all  LR 
sheet  corner  copies 

150  + 

260 

Rl-6:  Cpl.  with  “CANCELLED”  hand  stamp,  5 vals.  in  no  gum  singles,  the  $2 
in  block  of  4 with  gum 

240  + 

160 

R7-8:  10(p  and  25(C  blue  small  DIE  PROOFS  on  India,  stamp  size,  only  one  of 
each  known,  lOcp  thin 

400  + 

550 

Rll:  $2  blue  LARGE  DIE  PROOF  on  India  on  card  with  Die  No.  F-151,  the 
only  one  known 

350  + 

550 

Harmers  of  New  York.  Sale  of  March  11-12, 1981. 
American  Bank  Note  Co.  Proofs 


CHINA 


1941  10c,  17c,  25c,  $1  to  $20,  8 diff.  A.B.N.  large  die  proofs,  die  sunk 

on  trimmed  cards  (150x107mm,  very  fine (455-57,  460-64P) 

1945  Treaty  issue  $1  to  $20,  comp.  1 set  of  six  plus  trial  color  with 
value  tablet  blank,  A.B.N.  large  die  proofs  die  sunk  on  trimmed 

cards,  (152x104mm)  very  fine  (593-598P) 

1945  President  Lin  Sen  compl.  set  of  six  A.B.N.  large  die  proofs 
die  sunk  on  card  (152mmxl031mm)  (except  $10  small  die  proof) 
also  incl.  sunken  die  proofs  on  card  of  frame  only  in  green  and 

another  center  only  in  black,  very  fine (599-604P) 

1945  Chiang  Kai-Shek  $2  to  $20,  compl.  set  of  six  plus  black  trial 
color  with  value  tablet  blanks  A.B.N.  large  die  proofs  die  sunk  on 

trimmed  cards  (152X1 04mm),  very  fine (605-61  OP) 

1944  Refugee  set  of  six  A.B.N.  large  die  essays  die  sunk  on  trim- 
med cards  (138x100mm),  also  incl.  one  duplicate  and  one  large 
black  die  proof  of  center  only  (not  sunken  die),  very  fine 
(B4-9Pvar.) 


uni.  $400.00 

uni.  450.00 

uni.  525.00 

uni.  525.00 

uni.  425.00 


LIBERIA 

1942  Animal  Ic  to  10c,  set  compl.  except  5c  in  issued  colors  and  black 
centers  only,  plus  #277  and  279  A.B.N.  large  die  proofs  die  sunk 
on  trimmed  cards  (12 '/2X  10mm),  very  fine (283-86,  288P)  uni.  200.00 


LUXEMBOURG 

1926-46  2 diff.  proofs  (1  value  tablets  blank)  plus  2 essays  of  A.B.N. 
large  die  proofs,  (all  but  one  die  sunk)  on  trimmed  cards,  gum  ad- 
herence on  one,  very  fine uni.  210.00 
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1944-46  Duchess  Charlotte  5c  to  20fr,  set  compl.  except  70c  rose 
pink,  22  A.B.N.  large  die  proofs  die  sunk  on  trimmed  cards  (most 
152x100mm),  very  fine  (218-222,224-34?)  uni.  850.00 

NETHERLANDS  INDIES 

1945  Ic  to  2’/2g  compl.  set  of  13  (plus  one  dup.)  A.B.N.  large  die  pro- 
ofs, die  sunk  on  trimmed  cards  (150x100mm),  also  inch  same  of 
one  frame  only  in  green  and  one  center  only  in  black,  very  fine 

(250-62P)  uni.  950.00 


SURINAM 

1945  Wilhelmina  ic  to  lOg  set  compl.  except  2c,  plus  green  proof  with 
value  tablet  blank  of  type  A30,  all  A.B.N.  large  die  proofs,  trim- 
med and  mounted  on  card,  very  fine (184,  185,  187-207P,  var.)  uni.  1150.00 


SPAIN 

King  Alfonso  5 diff.  late  19th  Century  A.B.N.  large  die  essays  in  black, 
die  sunk  on  trimmed  cards  (125x95mm),  very  fine 


uni.  475.00 


ABNCo.  Practice  Engraving  Sold  at  Auction 

by  BARBARA  R.  MUELLER 

WHAT  author  George  W.  Brett  called  a “proof-type  print’’,  India  on 
card,  was  described  in  Journal  No.  144.  Fall  1979,  pp.  155-158  under  the  title 
“Practice  Engravings’’.  Mr.  Brett  judged  it  was  made  from  a piece  of  die  steel 
engraved  by  a letter  man  for  the  American  Bank  Note  Co.  who  combined  the 
use  of  ruling  machines  and  etching  with  hand  work.  Two  years  later,  in  the 
Daniel  F.  Kelleher  sale  of  March  17-19,  1981,  held  in  Boston,  lot  number  one 
was  described  as  “American  Bank  Note  Co.  designer’s  practice  engraving,  rose 
lake  essays  for  7 frames  (1  incomplete)  on  India  mounted  on  4-11/16’’  square 
card,  signed  in  pencil  Sam  Levelle  & Gene  Patterson  at  B.,  V.F.,  rare,  photo  of 
Essay-Proof  Journal  article  accompanies.  Est.  Net  $750.00.’’  It  realized  $420.00. 

Judging  from  the  illustration  in  the  auction  catalog,  the  two  engraved  prints  appear 
to  be  identical.  However,  no  engravers’  signatures  appear  on  the  specimen  described  by 
Brett.  Moreover,  that  proof  was  printed  in  black,  not  rose  lake,  as  the  case  in  the 
Kelleher  specimen.  It  seems  that  the  latter  may  have  been  cut  down  in  size  from  the  7-1/8 
X 4'/2  inch  size  of  the  Journal  specimen.  Therefore  the  additional  beginnings  of  an  eighth 
effort  and  perhaps  the  “doodlings’’  described  by  Brett  do  not  appear  on  the  Kelleher 
specimen. 

Information  is  now  sought  about  Sam  Levelle  and  Gene  Patterson.  Brett  speculated 
that  because  of  the  various  inscriptions  on  the  designs  the  engravings  were  made  1910-14 
or  shortly  thereafter.  Engravers  named  Patterson  seem  to  be  associated  with  ABNCo.  In- 
deed, the  late  Richard  Cone,  who  supplied  many  of  the  “Latin-American  essays  in  search 
of  an  identity’’  described  in  this  Journal  from  time  to  time,  believed  an  A.  W.  Patterson 
had  done  them.  Later  Ms.  Alma  Zech  of  ABNCo.  denied  this. 
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Secretary’s  Report 

By  DAVID  E.  McGUIRE,  Secretary 
RD  #4,  Colonial  Drive,  Katonah,  NY  10536 


Members  Admitted 

1579  Rosen,  Irwin,  1057  Clarkson  Ave.,  Brooklyn,  NY  11212  (French  Die  Proofs)  by  David  E.  McGuire 

1580  Hollman,  Fred,  4719A  Main  St.,  Skokie,  IL  60076  (Dealer)  by  David  E.  McGuire 

1581  Colby,  John  R.,  1027  Merrywood  Dr.,  Englewood,  OH  45322  (U.S.  Card  Proofs)  by  Philip  T.  Bansner 

1582  Liska,  Frank  J.,  P.O.  Box  4,  Rockwall,  TX  75087  (Proofs,  Fractional  Currency)  by  David  E.  McGuire 

1583  Bloch,  I.  Stephan,  400  E.  71st  St.,  Apt.  21E,  New  York,  NY  1(X)21  (Lincoln,  Trains)  by  David  E.  McGuire 

1584  Sportsman,  Wayne  D.,  3608  Lexington  Dr.,  Appleton,  WI  54911  (U.S.  Proofs,  U.N.,  Canada) 
by  James  E.  Lee 

1585  Mandel,  Frank,  54  Barrow  St.,  Apt.  IB,  New  York,  NY  1(X)14  (Classic  U.S.  Stamps  & Covers) 
by  Falk  Finkelburg 

1586  Niesz,  Robert,  4042  Dalewood  Ave.  S.E.,  Cedar  Rapids,  I A 52403  (U.S.  Card  Proofs/Dealer) 
by  David  E.  McGuire 

Change  of  Address 

1537  Smith,  Bruce,  to  Box  11025,  Ft.  Wayne,  IN  46856 

609  Sellers,  F.  Burton,  to  c/o  Texaco  Brazil  - Caixa  Postal  520,  20.000  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil 

Enumeration  of  Membership 


Number  reported  in  Journal  #149  393 

Gains  8 

Losses 0 

Net  Membership 401 

Non-Member  Subscribers 30 


New  Look  and  New  Era  for  the  Journal 

Changes  in  our  economy  and  printing  technology  have  resulted  in  the  merger  of  our 
long-time  printer  (the  only  one  we  ever  had!)  with  Dover  Litho  Printing  Co.  of 
Dover,  Delaware.  The  transition  came  so  quickly  that  we  had  no  time  to  prepare 
for  it.  Therefore  we  ask  your  indulgence  in  such  matter  of  style  as  leading  between 
the  paragraphs  and  the  rather  quaint  hyphenation  characteristic  of  computer  type- 
setting until  we  can  get  the  “kinks”  worked  out  and  educate  our  new  people  in  the 
nuances  of  philatelic  printing.  On  the  plus  side,  illustrations  should  be  much  better 
in  the  future.  So  please  be  patient  and  our  apologies  for  the  delays  in  getting  this 
issue  out. 

BRM 


New  Zealand  Designer  — (Continued  from  Page  84) 


A striking  use  of  color  is  apparent 
in  the  Tokelau  issue  and  the  seven  Niue 
issues  he  designed  to  1981.  Predominant 
is  the  lush  green,  so  characteristic  of  the 
tropics.  Soon  after  completing  his  first 
stamp  designs,  the  1971  Niue  Bird 
stamps,  Mitchell  spent  a week  in  Niue 
where  he  was  able  to  absorb  the  local  col- 
or. Six  stamp  design  commissions  for 
Niue  followed  in  the  next  five  years,  all 
of  which  feature  bold  glowing  colors. 


Mitchell  began  in  commercial  art  at 
the  age  of  sixteen  when  he  joined  his 
father’s  free-lance  studio  during  World 
War  11.  His  father  was  the  world-renown- 
ed stamp  designer,  the  late  Leonard  C. 
Mitchell,  whose  many  well-known  stamp 
designs  include  the  1931  “smiling  boy” 
Health  stamps,  the  1954  first  Human 
Rights  United  Nations  stamp,  and  the 
1970  United  Nations  Cancer  stamp. 
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PUBLIC  AUCTION  New  York  November  23-24,  1981 


Stamps,  Proofs  & Essays 

of  the  World 


Due  to  the  suc- 
cess of  our  1980 
Public  Auction  in 
New  York  City,  we 
will  once  again 
hold  a sale  follow- 
ing the  ASDA  Na- 
tional Show. 


As  usual,  there  will 
be  a fine  range  of 
rare  classics, 
proofs,  essays, 
specimens,  and 
other  unusual 
material  from  the 
entire  world. 


George 
Alevizos 


2716  Ocean  Park  Blvd.  Suite  1020 
Santa  Monica,  CA  90405  U.S.A. 
Tel:  213/450-2543 


YOUR  CONSIGNMENT  FOR  THIS 
IMPORTANT  SALE  IS  INVITED. 
OUR  COMMISSION  IS  10%. 


COMPREHENSIVE  STOCK  OF 

U.  S.  (and  few  B.N.A.)  ESSAYS 

(especially  1851-57,  I 869  and  Banknotes) 
and  PROOFS  (including  Trial  Colors) 
and  SPECIMEN  Overprints 
Available  to  you  on  approval. 

Your  specific  want  list  appreciated. 

Instcillment  Payment  Terms  If  Desired 
(No  Interest  or  Carrying  Charges) 

JACK  E.  MOLESWORTH,  INC. 

88  BEACON  STREET 

SPA  BOSTON,  MASS.  02108  APS 
CSA  Phone  (617)  523-2522  EPS 
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Committed  to  Proofs: 

DIE  ■ INDIA  - CARD 


If  you  are  purchasing 
If  you  are  selling 


CONTACT: 


EMPIRE 

GROUP 

INCORPORATED 


P.  O.  BOX  2529 
WEST  LAWN,  PA  19609 
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ESSAY-PROOF  JOURNAL 

BACK  ISSUES  NEEDED 
Numbers  45,  56,  75,  91 

Also  need  Index  pages  to 
Volumes  1,  2,  5,  7,  10-12,  15-18 

Please  send  condition  and  price  to: 

DR.  HOWARD  S.  FRIEDMAN 
6317  Park  Heights  Avenue 
Baltimore,  Maryland  21215 

UNITED  STATES  PROOFS 

LARGE  DIES  — a few 

SMALL  DIES  (1903) 
some  1851,  most  1861  - Some  later. 

INDIA  PLATE  PROOFS 
mostly  blocks  of  4,  especially  1881-8 

CARD  PLATE  PROOFS 
strong  stock,  singles  and  some  blocks  of  4. 

SEND  #10  SASE  FOR  CURRENT  PRICE  LIST 

Want  lists  receive  prompt  attention. 
References  required. 


P.O.  BOX  5981 


BALTIMORE,  MD  21208 
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FOR  THE  DISCERNING  j 

COLLECTOR  AND  VENDOR  / 

// 


Proofs  and  Specimen  Stamps 


POSTAL  HISTORY  AND  SPECIALISED 
MATERIAL  OF  ALL  COUNTRIES 
COVERS  FINE  STAMPS 


WHEN  IN  LONDON  VISIT  OUR  SHOWROOMS  AND  OFFICES. 


ENQUIRIES  ARE  INVITED— ENSURE  THAT  YOUR  NAME  AND 
INTEREST  ARE  RECORDED  IN  OUR  REGISTER  OF  SPECIALISTS. 


IF  YOU  ARE  CONSIDERING  SELLING  YOU  WOULD  BE  WELL  ADVISED 
TO  CONSULT  US.  WE  ARE  RECOGNISED  LEADING  BUYERS  OF  ALL 
TYPES  OF  PHILATELIC  MATERIAL  AND  OUR  VALUATION  SERVICES 
ARE  RENOWNED— BOTH  FOR  STAMPS  AND  POSTAL  HISTORY— AND 
WHETHER  YOU  ARE  CONSIDERING  DISPOSAL  OF  EITHER  PART  OR 
THE  WHOLE  OF  YOUR  COLLECTION,  OR  INDEED  IF  YOU  HAVE  AN 
ACCPIMULAT?ON  OR  MAKE  AN  ORIGINAL  FIND’  YOU  ARE  INVITED 
TO  SEEK  OUR  ADVICE.  PAYMENTS  ARE  IMMEDIATE  ON  ACCEPT- 
ANCE Or  OUR  EXPERTS’  ASSESSMENT  AND  YOU  ARE  ASSURED  OF  A 
$?EmY  AND  PLEASANT  TRANSACTION. 


Our  services  are  recognised  by  the  Legal  Profession  for  PROBATE  purposes  and  by 
Lloyds  and  Eagle  Star  amongst  other  leading  companies  for  INSURANCE  assessments. 

Remember  it  is  in  your  interest  to  deal  with  EXPERTS  and  our  reputation  is  your  best 

guarantee  of  complete  satisfaction. 


iikln  Limited' 

55  NEW  BOND  STREET,  LONDON  WIY  9DG 
Telephone:  01-499  1781/2 
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Sooner  or  later — 
you  will  probably  give 
consideration  to  the  sale 
of  your  collection.  When 
you  do,  why  not  contact  a 
leader  in  your  field.  . . . 


700  SPRINGMILL  STREET /y 
MANSFIELD,  OHIO  44903  CX 
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JUNE  PROGRAMME 


IN  BOURNEMOUTH 

3/4  British  Empire,  Great  Britain,  Europe,  general  collections  and 

covers. 

26  POSTAL  HISTORY  AUCTION  including  a further  example  of 

the  rare  Jamaica  (or  West  Indies)  Bishopmark,  a fine  range  of 
Great  Britain  with  the  Roland  Greenhill  collection  of  Bucking- 
hamshire and  the  R.G.  Plint  collection  of  N.W.  England,  mari- 
time with  the  scarce  “MALTA/F”,  selections  from  original 
correspondence,  1924  cover  from  Pitcairn  Island,  etc. 


IN  LONDON 

10  BRITISH  AFRICA  with  an  attractive  selection  of  Q.V.  and 
K.E.  VII  Imperium  essays  and  colour  trials,  fine  sections  of 
Ascension,  Cape  of  Good  Hope  with  Mafeking,  Gold  Coast, 
Lagos,  Madagascar  with  covers.  New  Republic,  Rhodesia, 
Seychelles  and  Zanzibar.  The  sale  is  well  represented 
throughout  with  essays,  proofs  and  colour  trials. 

11  BRITISH  EMPIRE  ■ fine  selections  of  Canada  with  a good 
range  of  issued  stamps  and  the  Roland  Greenhill  covers  and 
cancellations,  Ceylon  with  fine  postal  history,  issued  stamps 
including  1859  1/9d  on  cover  and  later  issues  with  essays  and 
proofs,  Gibraltar,  Hong  Kong,  Malaya  States  and  Straits  Set- 
tlements essays  and  proofs,  Newfoundland,  Sarawak  with 
fine  airmails  and  the  second  portion  of  the  Lewis  C.  Viney 
Tasmania  covers  and  cancellations. 

EUROPE  & OVERSEAS  with  Belgium,  Greece  (Large  Hermes 
Heads),  Italian  States,  Portugal  with  Colonies  and  Switzer- 
land. Scandinavia  features  a further  portion  of  the  Svend  Yort 
collection.  Asia  includes  fine  China,  the  A.  J.  Petrie  Thailand, 
U.S.A.  and  Hawaii  with  the  Interisland  Numerals. 


Catalogues:  $7  each  except  314  $4 


ROBSON  LOWE  LTD., 

a member  of  the  Christies  International  Group 


50  PALL  MALL, 

LONDON  SW1Y  5 JZ,  ENGLAND 


Cables:  “Stamps  London  SW1”, 
Telex:  915410,  V.A.T.No.  323/7655/54 


Dr.  Douglas  Ball 

In  his  February  1977  editorial  in 
^ The  Bank  Note  Reporter,  Editor  Austin  Sheheen,  Jr. 

had  this  to-say  of  Or.  Douglas  Ball: 

"I  first  met  Douglas  at  one  of  those  "rag  pickers"  sessions  sponsored 
by  the  A.N.A.  some  years  ago.  Immediately  we  began  a friendship 
that  has  prompted  many  pieces  of  correspondence,  telephone 
conversations  and  personal  visits.  DURING  THOSE  YEARS  I HAVE 
COME  TO  KNOW  AND  RESPECT  DOUGLAS  AS  ONE  OF  THE 
GREATEST  AUTHORITIES  AND  TRUE  SCHOLARS  OF  THE 
ECONOMIC  AND  FINANCIAL  POLICIES  OF  THE  CONFEDERATE 
STATES  OF  AMERICA  THAT  HAS  EVER  LIVED  . . ." 

In  a past  issue  of 

• Coins  Magazine,  WALTER  BREEN  said  of  Douglas  Ball: 

"Douglas  Ball,  author  of  a splendid  long  foreword  to 
'The  Register'  (Thian’s  Register  of  the  Confederate  Debt), 
is  probably  the  best  informed  collector  of  Confederate 
States  of  American  material  now  alive  . . 


Douglas  Ball  has  long  since  expanded  his  horizons  and  abilities  to  all  phases  of  currency. 

He  unquestionably  ranks  amongst  the  most  knowledgeable  leaders  in  the  currency  fraternity. 

DON’T  YOU  THINK  HE  SHOULD  CATALOGUE  YOUR 
COLLECTION  OF  CURRENCY  AND  RELATED  BOOKS, 
ESSAYS,  VIGNETTES  AND  FISCAL  PAPER, 

FOR  ONE  OF  OUR  AUCTION  SALES? 

WE  DO ! LET’S  DISCUSS  IT. 

NASCA  has  instituted  a tradition  that  has  propelled  us  to  the  forefront  in  the  fine  auction  sales  of 
quality  material  of  all  types.  Why  not  write  or  call  Herb  Melnick  today  so  we  may  discuss 
our  most  favorable  consignor  terms  with  you. 


numismatic  and  antioUAPiAN  StPVICE  CORPORATION  OF  AMERICA 
265  Sunrise  Highway  County  Federal  Bldg.,  Suite  53 
Rockville  Centre.  L,l  , New  York  1 1570 
516  76A-6677.78 

George  W.  Ball.  Chairman  of  the  Board 


NASCA 

265  Sunrise  Highway  Suite  53 
Rockville  Centre,  N.Y.  11570 


Dear  Mr.  Melnick, 

" I wish  to  discuss  the  disposition  of  my  collection 

n Please  call  me  at  (_ .)  — — 

□ Please  write  me 

Name — — 


Address 

CMy Stale Z'p  Code 


vs\ 


*• 


YOU’RE 

ON  THE 

BIG  BOARD 

AT 

HARMERS 


Sell  through  Harmers  and  get 

Concise  and  Experienced  Auction 
El  ogi  aniniing, 

with  lull  consideration  lo  timing, 
competitive  auctions  and  philatelic 
attractions. 

Professionally  Produced  Auction 
Catalogues, 

Liberally  illustrated;  produ(;ed  by 
the  Publicity  Department  of 
Harmers. 

An  International  Clientele, 

based  on  the  four  mailing  lists  of 
Harmers  of  New  York  Ine. 

Ha  rmers  of  San  Francisco  Inc. 

Ha  rmers  of  London  International 
Stamp  Auctioneers  Ltd. 

Harmers  of  Sydney  Pty.  Ltd. 
(Australia),  brought  together  ovei' 
decades  of  servic'e  and  satisfaction. 

extensive  W orld-W ide  Advertising, 

geneious  at  all  times,  directed  to  areas  of  particular  intfnest  relative  to  the  amgion’s 
contents. 

Top  Specialist  Descrihers, 

Avitb  some  200  years  of  jncfessional  philately  between  them. 

Full  Insurance  at  all  Times, 

including  transit  insurance  and  "on  premises”  coverage. 

Free  Appraisals  to  Vendors, 

not  wishful  thinking,  but  factual. 

Guaranteed  Minimum  Realizations, 

based  on  appraisal  figures  (for  a small  additional  charge). 

Free  Advance  Payments  given  on  Request  Prompt  Settlements. 

five  weeks  aftei  the  auction. 

AND  ALL  THESE  AT  THE  NORMAL  RECOGNIZED  COMMISSION  RATES! 

W e have  an  excellent  descriptive  booklet  “Philatelic  Selling"  which  we  will  be  happy  to 

send  gratis. 

HARMERS  OF  NEW  YORK  INC. 

The  International  Stamp  Auctioneers 

6 WEST  4Sth  STREET,  NEW  YORK,  N.Y.  10036 

Telephone:  (212)  757-4460  (3  lines'  Cable:  Harm  ersale.  New  York 

NEW  YORK  - SAN  FRANCISCO  - LONDON  - SYDNEY 


